
Franklin Township Agricultural Advisory Committee 
Thursday, January 26, 2006 

Minutes 
 

1. Call to order in accordance with the Sunshine Law provision.  At 8:07 Chairman 
Suydam called the meeting to order in accordance with the Sunshine Law provision. 

2. Roll call.  Present were members Suydam, Marshall, Hasner, Puskas and Consultant 
Loos. 

3. Reorganization.  Chairman Suydam asked for nominations for Chair, Vice Chair and 
Secretary.  Puskas proposed that the AAC keep the same officers as last year—those 
being Suydam for Chair, Puskas for Vice-Chair and Loos for Secretary.  There being no 
other nominations the committee voted unanimously to elect Suydam for Chair, Puskas 
for Vice-Chair and Loos for Secretary.  Suydam abstained.   

4. AAC vacancy.  The committee discussed the fact that Lulie Gund was not reappointed. 
Suydam stated that Gary Randolph had volunteered to serve on the committee.  Hasner 
moved and Marshall seconded a motion to recommend to the Council that Randolph be 
appointed to the vacancy and to recommend that the Council include an alternate on the 
AAC and that Gund be appointed an alternate.  Motion carried. 

5. Approval of the October 20, 2005 minutes.  Upon a motion by Puskas, seconded by 
Marshall, a motion carried to approve the October 20, 2005 minutes. 

6. Financial report.  Loos reviewed the financial report.  There is $9,748,213.09 left in the 
trust fund.   At 8:331, upon a motion by Puskas, seconded by Hasner the committee 
approved a motion to approve the financial report and to go into Executive session to 
discuss the status of negotiations for property easements.  At 8:50 the committee came 
out of Executive Session. 

7. Meeting opened to the public for comment.  No members of the public were present. 
8. Meeting Schedule for 2006.  Upon a motion by Marshall, seconded by Puskas, a motion 

was made and approved to approve the attached Resolution establishing meeting dates in 
2006 as the third Thursday of each month at 8:00 PM. 

9. Old Business. 
A.  Hunting on Six Mile Run.  Puskas reported that the NJ Fish and Game Council 

is considering opening Six Mile Run to gun hunting.  After some discussion, 
Suydam appointed Puskas to investigate this further and to work with Loos to try 
to get the Council to reaffirm its past support for having leased lands on Six Mile 
Run, have hunting by the lessee.   

10. New Business. 
A.  Right to Farm ordinance.  Hasner discussed a possible weakness in the Right to 

Farm ordinance regarding hoop houses needing township permit.  The committee 
discussed the issue and determined that there was not a significant problem.  
Hasner had made a motion that got no second and he withdrew the motion and 
thus the committee took no action.    

B. NJAS proposal to have the State convert several lots on Six Mile Run to 
grasslands.  After considerable discussion during which Puskas stated that he 
wanted to lease one of the lots, Hasner moved that the AAC support the grassland 
conversion on Block 36.01, Lots 18 and 10, but to oppose the conversion on block 
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57.01, lot 3 so that this lot can be put back into agricultural production.  Motion 
carried.   

11. NJ Grown Community Award Program.  Loos handed out a flyer announcing a 
request for proposals for the NJ Grown Community Award Program award.  The 
committee asked that this issue be put on the agenda for the next meeting. 

12. Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
John Loos, Secretary/Consultant 
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