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Franklin Township Community
Farmers Market (FTCFM)
anticipated this Season!
June through September
on Saturdays from 10am-3pm
at the Township Municipal Complex.
Check the Township website
www.franklintwpnj.org/farmersmarket
for more information.

)

Summer is almost here and many of us are heading outdoors for some warm
weather fun! Whether it’s a B-B-Q at a neighbors or lounging by the pool in
your own backyard, safety should be everyone’s number one concern.
Don’t let tragedy strike your home! If you have a pool in your yard, please
make sure that all electrical components are properly maintained and in
working order. Improper pool bonding could be a matter of life or death.
Talk to a reputable licensed electrician to discuss the requirements for your
installation. Let’s make this a summer to remember for all the right reasons!

Franklin Township
Cultural Arts Council (FTCAC)
The Franklin Township Cultural Arts Council (FTCAC) welcomes the participation
of the residents and friends of Franklin to get involved in groups that plan and run
many arts activities in the township. The FTCAC exists to strengthen the Franklin
community by bringing the township’s many wonderfully diverse people, groups
and interests together through the arts. We seek to bring residents and organizations
of all kinds together to forge stronger relationships that can help support our
community.
We invite you to contact Michael Steinbruck at michael.steinbruck@gmail.com
if you are interested in the performing, visual and/or literary arts. You may also
participate in our steering committee or advisory council. This may include active
support of events, fundraising, governance and general community building and
the forging of creative partnerships through the arts. Whatever you have to share,
be it artistic, fundraising, grant writing, accounting, event coordination, marketing,
publicity, time, enthusiasm or something else, we invite you to be a part of what
makes Franklin a wonderful place to live.
To learn more about the FTCAC, visit our website at www.FranklinCAC.org or our
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/FranklinCAC. You can join our mailing list
on the website homepage to stay connected!
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OPEN SPACE PROGRAM CONTINUES
NATURE WALKS
The Township’s open space program will, for the 13th consecutive year, sponsor guided nature
walks on Township open space parcels. The 2017 walks began in March and continue through
October. The walks are free to the public. The walks are along easy terrain and are great for
kids. Bring binoculars, if you have them, and waterproof footwear.
While Franklin Township is located in one of the most densely populated regions of the country,
it claims over 9,000 acres of preserved land (1/3 of the township’s land mass) and this area
provides key habitat for unique species of plants and animals.
The May and June walks will be led by NJ Audubon naturalists. The July, and August walks are
being scheduled and will be posted on the Township website soon. The walks will be led by two
township residents and avid birders, Chris and Paula Williams.

EXPLORING THE GRIGGSTOWN NATIVE GRASSLAND PRESERVE
FOR NESTING BIRDS

Saturday, May 20 • 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Meet at the parking lot located up the hill of the driveway entrance located at
1091 Canal Road just west of the Griggstown Causeway.
In early May we expect to see both migrant birds returning to NJ and also
species of birds that are just passing through.

EXPLORING THE NEGRI-NEPOTE GRASSLAND PRESERVE
FOR BREEDING BIRDS AND MIGRANTS

Saturday, June 10 • 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Meet at the parking lot located at 260 Skillmans Lane.
In June the trees will be in full foliage and virtually all the birds we see will be
established on breeding territories.

BUTTERFLIES AND BIRDS AT GRIGGSTOWN NATIVE GRASSLAND PRESERVE

April is about Trees
in Franklin Township
Did you know that Franklin Township is entering its 16th year as a Tree
City USA community? The Franklin Township Shade Tree Commission
is celebrating the importance of trees this month with the wrap-up of its
annual tree sale and with a ceremonial tree planting in honor of Arbor
Day. The Arbor Day event will be held at the Hageman Farm on South
Middlebush Road on Saturday, April 29th. The annual tree sale started
in February and the order window closed in late March, but trees may
still be available. You can find information about remaining trees and the
Arbor Day event on the Commission’s website at www.franklintwpnj.org/
shadetree.
In addition to the April events, the Shade Tree Commission is working
throughout the Township to ensure Franklin retains its Tree City status.
Some of the community forestry projects it’s working on include advising
on tree selection and placement for the Hamilton Street Redevelopment
project, replacing missing, dead and dying trees on JFK Boulevard,
working with the Township on several parks projects including a
second phase of tree plantings in Middlebush Park, and also engaging
a consultant to assess hazardous and ash trees on Township right-ofways. The Commission will also be promoting emerald ash borer (EAB)
education and awareness and has made resources about EAB available
on its website, including information about how to manage your EAB
infested ash trees and safe treatment and removal advice (e.g., call before
you dig and advice on hiring a tree care professional – especially if your
trees are near electrical lines).
For more information about the annual tree sale, the Arbor Day event,
and the Commission’s other activities visit the Shade Tree Commission’s
website at www.franklintwpnj.org/shadetree or contact Sara Malone,
Chair, at sarajmalone56@gmail.com.

Sunday, July 23 • 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Meet at the parking lot located up the hill of the driveway entrance located at
1091 Canal Road --just west of the Griggstown Causeway
In July the wildflowers are in full bloom and the butterflies will be at their peak.

BUTTERFLIES AND BIRDS AT NEGRI-NEPOTE GRASSLAND PRESERVE

Saturday, August 12 • 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Meet at the parking lot located at 260 Skillmans Lane.
In August the wildflowers are in full bloom and the butterflies will be at their peak.
All walks are free. Bring binoculars if you have them and preferably wear boots. Be sure
to dress appropriately for current weather conditions. For detailed directions to the parks,
information, and updates please visit www.Franklintwpnj.org/openspace
We ask that you kindly RSVP.
Questions? Contact Fran Varacalli at franklintrails@twp.franklin.nj.us or at 732.873.2500 x6279

Springtime Clean-up
Helps Franklin Township
to Fight-the-Bite!
Getting Rid of Those Pesky Mosquitoes
Finally getting outside after a long winter has folks looking
forward to enjoying the great outdoors. Springtime is a great
opportunity to clean up and prepare for spring and summer
activities without the annoyance of ticks and mosquitoes. Somerset
County Department of Health provides residents with these helpful
tips to Fight-the-Bite!
Look around your home, yard and garden.
Are you making homes for a squadron of mosquitoes? You can reduce
the population of mosquitoes in your neighborhood with some simple
techniques that Fight the Bite!
Standing water is an attractive place for mosquitoes to lay their eggs.
Mosquitoes can hatch in a week or less, in as little as a half inch of water.
If you get rid of still or stagnant water at least weekly, you will help keep
mosquitoes from breeding and take a big step toward protecting yourself,
your family and your neighborhood. Checking your yard now –and after
every rain – to remove standing water prevents breeding sites.
Tires are the most common mosquito breeding ground in the country.
And unmaintained pools – including children’s wading pools – are also
common sources. If tires are used for decoration or swing sets, drill holes
in the bottom for drainage. For pools, clean and chlorinate even when not
in use. Water in small wading pools should be changed or refreshed often.
Around the house, install and maintain doors and windows.
Assure that screens are tight fitting and without holes. Observe your rain
gutters – are they in good repair and clear of leaves and other debris?
Look also at trash cans and recycling bins. Remove water inside and
underneath; cover the cans when not in use.
Is anything accumulating in your yard? Garbage, cans, stumps, various
debris can hold water or become homes or hiding sites for all types of
unwanted insects and creatures. Remove old furniture, mattresses, or trash
from the yards as these may give ticks a place to hide.
Take care of your yard and property.
It’s not only a good thing to do from a community perspective; it also will
provide a safer place for you and your family to live.
Keep an eye out for junk collection days, local mini-dump hours, tire
drop off events and/or contact your garbage hauler to properly dispose of
unwanted yard debris and materials.
For helpful checklists and further information,
visit one of the following sites:
Somerset County Department of Health www.co.somerset.nj.us/health
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – www.cdc.gov/ncezid/dvbd
or contact :
Somerset County Department of Health
908-231-7155
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IT’S 21 FOR A REASON
Understand the Facts & Laws Regarding
Underage Drinking
As Prom and Graduation season approaches, the
Franklin Township Municipal Alliance for the
Prevention of Substance Abuse (FTMAPSA)
wants to remind parents about the price they
will have to pay for their child’s under-aged
drinking. Drinking alcohol under the age of
21 is illegal in New Jersey and will result in a
$500 fine, community service and loss of one’s
driver’s license. Moreover, it is also a disorderly
person’s offense for adults to provide alcohol to any person under the age of 21, other
than their own child in the privacy of their own home, i.e. a parent may give his or
her children alcohol in their home for a religious occasion. The penalties for an adult
providing alcohol to their children’s under aged friends is a fine of up to $1,000 and/
or up to six months imprisonment.
Parents can help:
• If your child is going to a party, find out where it is and call other parents to
make sure it will be alcohol free
• Keep your alcohol locked up so that your child won’t have access to it; Check
back packs and purses at the door to make sure no alcoholic beverages are
entering your home in the hands of teenagers; and
• Refuse to buy alcohol for your child, or host a party where persons under 21
consume alcohol.
A clear community-wide message with support, responsibility, positive role
models, alternative activities and positive social norms will help to further reduce
use and abuse statistics and prevent senseless tragedies. Contact the Franklin
Township Municipal Alliance at 732-873-1991, Option 4 for community partnership
opportunities.

April is Alcohol Awareness Month

2017 TAKE A PHOTO FROM A TRAIL CONTEST
All trail users are welcomed to participate
Last date to enter photos is Monday, July 3, 2017
Franklin Township trails have places that, when captured in a photo, could encourage others
to get out and explore. To encourage expanded trail usage, the TAC is soliciting photographs
taken from trails located in the township and will award a prize to the best photograph taken
from each trail.
www.franklintwpnj.org/trailmaps
1. Entries must be received by Monday, July 3, 2017. The TAC, at its first meeting
after July 3, will select a winner in each category based on the minimum contest
requirements.
2. The photo may be submitted either:
a. electronically via email to franklintrails@twp.franklin.nj.us; or
b. as a printed copy delivered to the Trails Advisory Committee, Municipal Building,
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873.
3. Each photo must be clearly identified as to the trail from which it was taken and the date
taken. The submitted photo does not have to be taken in 2017. Photos can be submitted
from any year as long as the date and location of the photo are identified. Trail Locations
include:
Bunker Hill and Franklin Park Natural Areas, Butler Rd. Natural Area, Griggstown
Native, Grassland Preserve, Negri-Nepote Native Grassland Preserve, Colonial Park,
Flemer Preserve, Six Mile Run State Park, D&R Canal State Park, Inman Park,
Middlebush Park
4. Winners will have their photo displayed on the Township’s website and awarded a
certificate and small prize (a baseball cap imprinted with “Franklin Township Trails”).
5. Categories will be as follows.
a. One winner from each one of the ten(10) locations listed in Table 1, attached.
b. One overall winner for “Best of 2017” Photo from a Franklin Township Trail.
6. There is a limit of one photo per contestant per trail/location.
SPONSORED BY THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP TRAILS ADVISORY COMMITTEE(TAC)
Visit the TAC website for full contest details

Parties, Proms and Pitfalls
The Franklin Township Municipal Alliance for Prevention of Substance
Abuse in conjunction with the Franklin Township Public School district
invites high school students and their parents/guardians to attend
“Parties, Proms and Pitfalls” a Town hall meeting on Wednesday,
May 10 at 6:30 pm at the Franklin High School Auditorium. As part
of our community’s “Parents Who Host Lose the Most” campaign to
prevent underage drinking, the night will feature a panel of experts
that represent prevention agencies, the insurance industry, the legal and
law enforcement community. The event will also feature a dramatic
presentation of “Sex on the Rocks” by Franklin High School’s Teen Pep
program.
Faith-based, civic organizations, community businesses and individuals
can help promote awareness of the campaign in various ways, beginning
with publicizing this exciting event.
If you would like more information regarding “The Parents Who
Host, Lose the Most” campaign or becoming a Municipal Alliance
Community Partner, call 732-873-1991 (option 4) for details.
Remember, as a community we can prevent senseless tragedies
associated with underage drinking.

Youth Services Resource Guide Invitation

The Township of Franklin is seeking program details from youth services providers in an effort
to develop an online resource guide for families. If you would like your services included please
submit the necessary information for the community resource guide form at www.franklintwpnj.
org/businesssignup. In addition to public sector services we encourage private-non-profit and
commercial entities to submit an agency/program profile form. Residents may also recommend
services for inclusion through the same link. Comments, questions and referrals can also be
emailed to Franklinrec@twp.franklin.nj.us, or feel free to call the recreation office at 732-873-1991,
option 4.

Stream Cleanup Event: Saturday, April 29

The Franklin Township Environmental Commission has scheduled an environmental stream cleanup event for Saturday, April 29 from 9-11am. The clean-up team will working at Seeley’s Brook
between Stop & Shop and K-Mart. Volunteers will meet at the Somerset Village Shopping Center.
Trash bags, gloves, water and granola bars will be provided for all volunteers. Any additional
details regarding the cleanup will be posted on Comcast Channel 29, Verizon Channel 33 and the
Township website, at www.franklintwp.nj.org/environmental-commission.html.
Please reserve this morning to join us in this important endeavor. If you have any questions, please
contact John Clyde at 732-208-2039 or Johngclyde55@gmail.com.
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Department of Public Works
RECYCLING INFORMATION
Franklin Township
Convenience Center
Location:
Corner of School Ave. & Berry St.
732-249-7800

CALENDAR
Saturdays
8 a.m. -2:45 p.m.
April 8, 22
May 13, 27
June 10, 24
July 8, 22
August 12, 26

Mondays
7:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
April 17
May 22
June 19
July 17
August 21

TO PURCHASE A PASS - Residents can
only buy passes during the week at:
Public Works Building
40 Churchill Avenue
Monday thru Friday – 7:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
Township Clerk’s Office
475 DeMott Lane
Monday thru Friday – 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
Open to Residents ONLY – ALL
RESIDENTS MUST present valid Driver’s
License to verify residency to qualify and
purchase a pass.
TRIP PASS FEES:
Car - $15.00 per trip / 6 trips for $75.00
Description - has 1 or 2 seats with a trunk
Station Wagon / Small SUV / Small Crossover $ 20.00 per trip / 6 trips for $100.00
Description – MUST have two rows of seating, upright
and in place at all times
SUV / Small Van / Small ¼ Ton Pick Up / Mini Van
- $35.00 per trip / 6 trips for $175.00
Description- SUV - Small Van or Mini Van MUST
have 2 rows of seating upright and in place at all times.
Full Size Van / Cargo Van - $55.00 per trip / 6 trips for
$275.00
Description – No seating behind the driver
Full Size Pick-Up - $75.00 / 6 trips for $375.00
Description – Any Pick-Up Truck larger than ¼ Ton –
bed no longer than 8 feet
Trailer - $75.00 per trip – PLUS vehicle fee IF the
vehicle has debris - $75.00 per trip / 6 trips for $375.00
Description – No longer than 8 feet; No closed in
trailers		

NOT ALLOWED
NO Rack Body / Flat Bed / Dump Truck / Cube Van /
Closed in trailers
NO COMMERCIAL VEHICLES ALLOWED
Additional Fees
$ 15.00 per appliance to Drop-Off Freon Appliance
$ 7.00 per tire to drop off ALL Tires
TRIP PASS REQUIRED for the following acceptable
items:
Household items to include furniture, old toys, rugs,
ext.
Appliances (refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners,
dehumidifiers)
Extra fees apply for appliances containing Freon.
Tires – additional fee for EACH tire
NO PASS REQUIRED
Newspaper
Cardboard
Metal Cans
Glass Bottles
Light Metal
Motor Oil
Appliances (washers, dryers, stoves, ovens,
dishwashers, hot water heaters)
Recyclable Electronics
Brush – Shrub trimmings, hedge clippings
Branches not larger than 4” in diameter or 4 feet in
length
Leaves in biodegradable bags (leaves cannot be dumped
out of bags)
NOT ACCEPTED / NOT ALLOWED
Renovation/Construction Material/ Debris – sheet rock,
tile, concrete, brick, asphalt, rocks, etc
Railroad ties or treated wood
Household garbage, food wastes, cooking oil
Hazardous Materials – pesticides, oil paint, chemicals,
driveway sealer, etc.**
Propane tanks**
**NOTE: Somerset County has 6 Household
Hazardous Waste Drop Off Dates for 2017.
Please refer to your 2017 Recycling Information Packet
for details or call 732-469-3363 or log on at www.
co.somerset.nj.us
CURBSIDE PICKUP FOR LARGE METAL
APPLIANCES
Curbside pickup starting in April and ending in October
$25 per refrigerator, freezer, air conditioner, humidifier
$10 per dryer, washer, dishwasher, stove, hot water
heater

CLEAN WATER IS HEALTHY WATER
Stormwater pollution is one of the greatest threats to clean and plentiful water. Pollution on streets, parking lots
and lawns is washed into drains or ditches, and then into our rivers, lakes and the ocean. It’s easy to do your part in
keeping pollutants out of stormwater. Here’s how:
CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR PET - Pet waste is not only a nuisance; it can be washed into drains and streams and
can cause sickness if it gets in our water supply. The Township Pet Waste Ordinance (Ord. #806) addresses proper
disposal of pet waste.
DON’T LITTER! – Trash tossed into the street is swept up in a storm and ends up in our waterways. Township
Ordinance #1478 deals with littering.
PROPERLY DISPOSE OF HAZARDOUS WASTE – Cleansers, lawn products, motor oil, batteries, and paints
are among the many items in your home that contain hazardous ingredients. Dispose of these items at the
proper location, such as at the Somerset County Recycling Center. Chapter 183 of the Township Code (Property
Maintenance) covers the proper disposal of waste. Remember that consumer electronics must now be recycled!
DON’T FEED WILDLIFE – The feeding of deer and other wild animals creates waste that can be washed into our
water supply. Township Ordinance #3254 deals with wildlife feeding.
PROPERLY DISPOSE OF YARD WASTE – Don’t rake or blow leaves and grass into roadways and storm drains.
Public Works collects leaves in brown paper recyclable leaf bags in the fall. Chapter 183 of the Township Code
(Property Maintenance) covers the proper disposal of yard waste.
ILLICIT CONNECTIONS TO STORM SEWERS – It is illegal and dangerous to discharge domestic sewage or
industrial waste into a storm sewer. Chapter 183 of the Township Code (Property Maintenance) deals with illicit
connections.
KEEP CONTAINERS & DUMPSTERS COVERED – Keep all garbage containers covered and prevent them from
overflowing and leaking. Township Ordinance #3861-10 covers refuse containers.
PRIVATE STORM DRAIN RETROFITTING – If a business or homeowner’s association is resurfacing or making
alterations near drainage structures, they are required to upgrade to eco-friendly inlets with restricted openings.
Township Ordinance #3862-10 deals with inlet retrofitting.
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Somerset County Recycling
732-469-3363
www.co.somerset.nj.us/recycle.html

CURBSIDE PICKUP PROGRAM

Somerset County will continue the curbside recycling.
Items need to be on the curb no later than 7 a.m. on
collection day.
If you need a new or additional recycling bucket, call
Franklin’s Public Works, 732-249-7800.
Franklin Twp/South Bound Brook Collection Dates
April 13, 27 • May 11, 25 • June 8, 22
July 6, 20 • August 3, 17, 31
Franklin Park/Griggstown Collection Dates
April 14, 27 • May 12, 26 • June 9, 23
July 7, 21 • August 4, 18
Canal Walk /Somerset Run/Summerfields
Collection Dates
April 7, 21 • May 5, 19 • June 2, 16, 30
July 14, 28 • August 11, 25
Society Hill I and II and Beacon Hill
Collection Dates
April 3, 17 • May 1, 15, 30 • June 12, 26
July 10, 24 • August 7, 21

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE DAYS
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
April 15: Warren Township Public Works Garage,
1 Bardy Road, Warren, NJ
June 17: Franklin Township Community/Senior
Center, 505 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ
September 16: Branchburg Township Public Works
Garage, 34 Kenbury Road, Branchburg, NJ

SOMERSET RECYCLING CENTER
40 Polhemus Lane, Bridgewater
1ST Saturday of each month, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 1,
May 6, June 3, July 1, August 5
Electronic waste is not accepted at the Center; See
details, location and dates under Consumer Electronics.

RECYCLE CONSUMER
ELECTRONICS
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. - 1st Saturdays Drop Off
South County Public Works,
410 Roycefield Road, Hillsborough
April 1, May 6, June 3, July 1, August 5
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Weekday Drop Off
North County Public Works,
411 Chimney Rd, Bldg B, Bridgewater, NJ
South County Public Works
410 Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ

MEDICINE DROP OFF
Residents can dispose of unwanted, expired or unused
prescription and over-the counter drugs in the dropoff box located in the lobby of the Franklin Township
Public Safety Building, 495 DeMott Lane, Somerset NJ
08873

MEDICAL WASTE DISPOSAL
Sharp needles and other similar medical waste should
never be recycled. Disposal containers and information
are available. Call for hours and specific locations.
• St. Peters 732-745-8600, ext. 8282
• Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
908-685-2200, ext. 3258
• Princeton Medical Center 609-497-4266
• Hunterdon Medical Center 908-237-6920
• Waste Management 877-WASTE-MD

DOCUMENT SHREDDING
Please visit www.co.somerset.nj.us/recycle.html

