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The Franklin Township Community Senior Center located at 505 DeMott Lane in Somerset, offers
residents ages 55 and older, a variety of programs to fit their lifestyle. Shonda Sanchez, the Franklin
Township Senior Citizen Program Coordinator and recent presenter at the New Jersey Recreation and Parks
Association Conference, rebranded the term “senior citizen” to “Forever 55” in order to embrace the aging
process and celebrate what it now means to get older.
“Being a Forever 55er means that no matter what your age, the goal is to live your most productive, active,
and healthiest life possible without stereotypical age limitations,” said Sanchez.
The Franklin Township Community Senior Center provides programs such as Circuit Training, Zumba
Gold, Gentle Mat and Chair Yoga, Tai Chi, Billiards, Forever 55 Movie Events, Bridge Class and Open Play,
Project Healthy Bones, Yogalates, and the list goes on. These programs offer residents tools for building and
maintaining healthy lifestyles. Circuit Training concentrates on toning, body conditioning, endurance and
resistance training. Zumba Gold is a class which uses dancing as a method to stimulate muscles and builds
energy. Classes like Tai Chi QiGong Style and Yoga primarily focus on flexibility and balance which are
Shonda Sanchez, Franklin Township essential to maintaining bone strength.
Senior Citizen Program Coordinator
Forever 55ers have the option to join one of the Township’s
longstanding entertainment groups like the Swingin’
Singin’ Seniors, Hi-Steppers, and Line Dancing Class. The Swingin’ Singin’ Seniors is a choir
and the Hi - Steppers is a tap dance troupe consisting of volunteers who perform at various
venues in the local area. Line dancing is a well-attended program on Tuesday afternoons to
socialize and kick up their heels to all kinds of music.
Barry Wood and Kathy Collins are active members of the Franklin Township and Franklin
Park Senior Citizens Clubs. Barry Wood, a retired New York Port Authority Police Officer,
enjoys meeting his friends at the Forever 55 Movie Events. Kathy Collins, a Franklin High
School graduate, taught Special Needs students in Franklin for 37 years. She was a New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA) president, and union member. Collins looks forward to Forever
55 Movie Events because they give her an opportunity to watch her favorite actors perform.
“I am excited because Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson is in the movie,” said Kathy Collins.
From Left to right: Ber
nadine Pasternak, Barry
Collins is referring to Central Intelligence, a comedy in which Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson
Wood, Florence Bednar,
and Kathy Collins.
plays a character who was bullied in high school and later became a secret service agent.
For the Forever 55 Movie Events, a lot of effort goes into providing an enjoyable and healthy environment.
During the screening of this action comedy, rooms at the center were decorated for a high school pep rally to coincide with Sanchez’s theme for
this event. Attendees excitedly chose their seats as they entered the room. With props and a little imagination, the pep rally brought back fond
memories of their high school days.
For those who want to socialize, travel, or volunteer, the Franklin Township, Franklin Park, and Parkside Senior Citizen Clubs are the programs
to consider. Club members enjoy day trips and vacations to casinos, museums, cruises, and dinner theater shows. In order to keep programs
fresh, these clubs plan day and vacation trips year-round. Their annual vacations feature trip itineraries to places like Iceland and Hawaii. Weekly
meetings can include in-house luncheons, speakers, and special programs.
For more information about Forever 55 programs and the clubs, please visit: www.franklintwpnj.org/government/departments/senior-citizenprograms-info or call the center at 732-873-1991, option#4. Business hours are Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:15
p.m. Residents are encouraged to sign up for exercise programs in person or to register online at the website listed above. For residents interested
in joining any of the clubs, you can register while attending one of their weekly meetings. The Parkside Senior Citizen Club meets on Mondays
at 10:30 a.m., the Franklin Township Senior Citizen Club meets on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m., and the Franklin Park Senior Citizen Club holds their
meetings on Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m.

BIG CHANGES IN FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP
Franklin Township has gone through a whirlwind of changes this year. From building new schools, improving upon existing schools, changes
in administration, and welcoming new retailers, growth in the township has been dizzying.
Franklin welcomes its newest council member, William Galtieri. Galtieri replaces Roz Sherman who has served Franklin for 8 years. He is a
biologist, an information technologist, and a commissioner on the Franklin Township Sewerage Authority (FTSA).
Galtieri adds a distinct scientific approach to critical thinking, problem solving, and cost saving skills. He currently serves on the Department
of Public Works Committee and the Administrative Committee. While getting acclimated to his new position Galitieri takes a moment to
reflect on his predecessor, “Roz Sherman is an accomplished leader and I look forward to taking on the new role.”
During former Councilwoman Roz Sherman’s time on the Council, she served on the Administrative Committee, Economic Development
Committee, the Franklin Township Youth Center Committee, the Franklin Township Cultural Arts Committee, and the Franklin Township
Senior Advisory Board before retiring on December 31, 2017. Sherman remains active on the Franklin Day Festival, a committee she started
in 2014.
“I am still working on the Franklin Day Festival. I help with the compressor issue. I am a Franklin representative for a Healthier Somerset, and
I am still active with the Municipal Alliance,” responded Sherman when asked what she was doing post retirement.
In other Township News, Deputy Chief Police Richard Grammar was promoted to Chief of Police of the Franklin Township Police Department
(FTPD) where he is currently responsible for overseeing the daily operations of the entire Police Department. Richard Grammar became
Franklin Township’s seventh chief of police after being sworn in on January 5, 2018. Grammar, a 30-year veteran of the FTPD served as
a patrol officer and patrol supervisor. While in the Detective Bureau, where he spent the majority of his career, he served as a detective,
detective sergeant, and as a detective lieutenant. For the past 6 years on the FTPD, he worked as the Deputy Chief of Police alongside former
Chief of Police Lawrence Roberts.
While working for the FTPD, Lawrence Roberts was promoted to sergeant, operations commander of the Patrol and Investigative Divisions.
He spent the last 11 years transitioning from Deputy Chief of Police to Chief of Police. Roberts’ retired on December 31, 2017 after 30 years
of service in law enforcement and 25 years in the FTPD.
“I think I am going to retire and take some time off, maybe travel. I just want to take it easy. I have been going at this for 30 years, and it has
always been a dream of mine,” said Lawrence Roberts.
These big changes to local government and administration reshape Franklin’s past and present initiatives through providing a new approach to
technology, infrastructure, and community outreach.

MUNICIPAL
DIRECTORY
POLICE, FIRE &
RESCUE
EMERGENCIES
DIAL

9-1-1
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Non-Emergencies ........732-873-2300
Non-Emergencies
Auto-Attendant..............732-873-5533
Non-Emergency for Residents
in 609 area code...........732-821-1800
Non-Emergency Auto-Attendant
For Residents
in 609 area code...........732-821-1888
Tips Hotline (Pass along the
information)...... 732-873-PASS (7277)

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Main ............................. 732-873-2500
Extensions
Animal Control.............................6255
Assessor......................................6320
Clerk (Elections, Dog Licenses,
Voter Registration)...................... 6208
Construction Code
Enforcement... 6220 or 732-873-7283
Collector
(Tax, Water).....6335 or 732-873-7284
Community Resource .................6310
Court ...............6262 or 732-873-7285
Economic Development...............6274
Engineering.................................6230
Finance........................................6244
Fire Prevention............................6303
Health Complaint 24/7 ................6370

Historic Preservation............... 6274
Human Resources................... 6202
Municipal Alliance.................... 6353
Open Space............................. 6279
Planning Board........................ 6215
Public Works..............732-249-7800
Purchasing............................... 6239
Recreation....6266 or 732-873-1991
Redevelopment Agency........... 6271
Rent Leveling Board................ 6274
Senior Advisory....................... 6347
Special Projects....................... 6427
Township Manager.................. 6201
Vital Statistics (Marriage and
Death Certificates) .................. 6375
Zoning Officer.......................... 6271
Zoning Bd. of Adj. ................... 6215

2018 ELECTION INFORMATION
You must be a citizen of the United States; you must be 18 years of age on or before
the day of the election & you must be a resident of your present address for at least 30
days before the election. Voter Registration Forms can be printed from the Township’s
website: www.franklintwpnj.org and must be received by the Township Clerk’s Office or
the Somerset County Board of Elections 21 days prior to Election Day.

Voting by Mail-In Ballot
You may vote by Mail-In-Ballot for any election. You do not need a reason. You must
apply for an mail-in ballot by completing an Mail-In Ballot Application. Forms can also
be obtained from the Somerset County Clerk’s Office and the Franklin Township’s Clerk
Office. You must mail this to the County Clerk’s Office up to seven (7) days prior to
the election. The County Clerk cannot accept faxes or electronic copies, as an original
signature is required. You may apply in person at the County Clerk’s office up to 3:00
p.m. on the day before the election.

Important Election Dates
Primary Election Day: Tuesday, June 5, 2018
• Voter Registration Deadline – May 15, 2018
• Mail-In Ballot Application Request Deadline – May 29, 2018
• Mail-In Ballot Return Deadline – In-Person – June 4, 2018 at 3 p.m.
• Mail-In Ballot Return Deadline – Mail – Postmarked – May 29, 2018
General Election Day: Tuesday, November 6, 2018
• Voter Registration Deadline – October 16, 2018
• Mail-In Ballot Application Request Deadline – October 30, 2018
• Mail-In Ballot Return Deadline – In-Person – November 5, 2018 at 3 p.m.
• Mail-In Ballot Return Deadline – Mail – Postmarked – October 30, 2018
Polling Locations
District(s)
Location
1
Kingston Presbyterian Church, 4565 Route 27, Kingston
2, 3 & 4
Griggstown Firehouse, 1037 Canal Road, Princeton
5&6
Wynnefield Clubhouse, 31 DeSoto Drive, Franklin Park
7
Beacon Hill Clubhouse, 1 Beaconhill Way, Franklin Park
8
Society Hill III Clubhouse, 2 Bethany Court, Franklin Park
9
Society Hill II Clubhouse, 111 Fisher Drive, Franklin Park
10
Society Hill I Clubhouse, 137 Pear Tree Lane, Franklin Park
11, 12 & 13
Zarephath Children’s Ministry Center,
595 Weston Canal Rd, Somerset
14, 15 & 16
Masjid-E-Ali, 47 Cedar Grove Lane, Somerset*
17, 18, 19, 24,
Community/Senior Center, 505 DeMott Lane, Somerset
25, 28 & 29
20, 21 & 22
Quailbrook Senior Citizens Center,
625 New Brunswick Rd., Somerset**
23, 49, 50 & 51
Somerset Presbyterian Church, 100 JFK Blvd., Somerset
26 & 27
Millstone Valley Firehouse, 2365 Amwell Road, East Millstone
30, 31, 32, 33 & 34 Consolata Missions, 2301 Route 27, Somerset
35, 36, 37, 38 & 42 Somerset National Guard Armory, 1060 Hamilton Street,
Somerset
39, 40, 41 & 43
Parkside Community Center, 3 Parkside Street, Somerset
44, 45, 46, 47 & 48 East Franklin Firehouse, 121 Pine Grove Avenue, Somerset
*Districts 14, 15 & 16 have been moved to a new location:
Masjid-E-Ali, 47 Cedar Grove Lane, Somerset. (Prior to 2017, Districts 14 & 15
voted at Quailbrook Senior Citizen Center and District 16 voted at Community/Senior
Center.)
**District 20 has moved from the Community/Senior Center to Quailbrook Senior
Citizen Center.

welcome NEW HIRES

Michael Luthman, Multi-Licensed Inspector
Melissa Wysokowski, PT Violations Bureau Clerk
Deborah Parillo, PT Clerical
German Chevez, Laborer
William S. Galtieri, Councilman
Nancy Reyes, Administrative Aide
Kayla Beltran, PT Violations Bureau Clerk
Beverly Watson, Administrative Aide

WEBSITE
www.franklintwpnj.org

Collector of Revenue
carol.langone@franklinnj.gov
OTHER IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Board of Education
732-873-2400
www.franklinboe.org
Library
732-873-8700
www.franklintwp.org
Sewerage Authority
732-873-2121
Ftsa-nj.org
Health Department/Education
908-231-7155
NEW – SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES
Twitter.com/twpoffranklin
Facebook.com/townshipoffranklin
www.facebook.com/FTPDSomersetNJ

Twitter@FTPDSomersetNJ
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Diane Kline, Records Supervisor
23 years of service
Michael Raker, Park Maintenance Worker
29 years of service
Lawrence Roberts, Chief of Police
25 years of service

congratulations

TO OUR NEW PROMOTEES
Richard Grammar, Chief of Police

TOWN HALL
732-873-2500
E-MAIL
Township Manager
bob.vornlocker@franklinnj.gov

thank you TO OUR RETIREES

Franklin Township Council
NAME

TERM EXPIRES

Phillip Kramer – Mayor ......................................................................732-675-7912...................................... 12/31/19
mayor.kramer@franklinnj.gov
Shanel Robinson – Deputy Mayor-at-Large........................................732-873-2500, ext. 6329 .................... 12/31/19
councilwoman.robinson@franklinnj.gov
Kimberly Francois – Councilwoman-at-Large....................................732-873-2500, ext. 6395..................... 12/31/19
councilwoman.francois@franklinnj.gov
Rajiv Prasad – Councilman-at-Large,..................................................732-873-2500, ext. 6319..................... 12/31/19
councilman.prasad@franklinnj.gov
Theodore Chase – Councilman, 1st Ward............................................732-873-2500, ext. 6318..................... 12/31/21
councilman.chase@franklinnj.gov
William Galtieri – Councilman, 2nd Ward,............................................732-873-2500, ext. 6316..................... 12/31/21
councilman.galtieri@franklinnj.gov
Charles Onyejiaka – Councilman, 3rd Ward,........................................732-873-2500, ext. 6396..................... 12/31/21
councilman.onyejiaka@franklinnj.gov
Carl R. A. Wright – Deputy Mayor, 4thWard,........................................732-873-2500, ext. 6397..................... 12/31/21
councilman.wright@franklinnj.gov
James Vassanella – Councilman, 5th Ward,...........................................732-873-2500, ext. 6328..................... 12/31/21
councilman.vassanella@franklinnj.gov

Frequently
Asked

Questions?

Franklin Inn, East Millstone, NJ (c.1900)
This Dutch architecture building, originally the Van Liew farmhouse – known locally as Annie Van Liew’s house – was
built in 1734. Located on Amwell Road, the building is believed to be the oldest structure in East Millstone. In June
1777, Lord Cornwallis is said to have used the building while the British and Americans were engaged in a five-day
standoff that determined the direction of the war. The building has also housed an inn and a bookstore run by the
Meadows Foundation. When this photograph was taken about 1900, the Franklin Inn was at the confluence of the main
east-west road through East Millstone and the Delaware & Raritan Canal waterway. Passing travelers stayed overnight at
the inn and the locals congregated there for news and conversation.

When do I have to stop for pedestrians
crossing the street? At all crosswalks or
only where there are posted signs to stop for
pedestrians in the crosswalk?
Every intersection of the roadway is designated a
crosswalk, whether marked or not. NJSA 39:4-36
states, “The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right
of way to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within
any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection, except
at crosswalks when the movement of traffic is being
regulated by police officer or traffic control signal.”

When are the car’s bright lights supposed to
be turned off in traffic?
When approaching a vehicle in either direction.

On a street like Easton Avenue with a
cement divider between lanes, do cars going
in the opposite direction have to stop for a
stopped school bus?
No, however, NJSA 39:4-128.1 states, “on
highways have dual or multiple roadways separated
by a safety island or physical traffic separation
installations,…the driver of a vehicle on another
roadway approaching a school bus which has
stopped…shall reduce the speed of his vehicle
to not more than 10 miles per hour and shall not
resume normal speed until the vehicle has passed
the bus and has passed any children who have
alighted therefrom.”

For four-lane roads, do you have to drive in
the far right lane except when passing?
Yes, it applies to ALL multilane roadways. NJSA
39:4-88a states, “A vehicle shall normally be driven
in the lane nearest the right-hand edge or curb of
the roadway when that lane is available for travel,
except when overtaking another vehicle or in
preparation for a left turn.”

Do you have to pull to the right and stop for
ambulances that have their lights on but are
not using a siren? Is this the same for 2and 4-lane roads?
Yes – anytime an emergency vehicle has its warning
lights illuminated both directions of travel are
required to pull to the right hand side and stop until
the vehicle passes.

How close is too close when driving behind
another vehicle?
NJSA 39:3-89 states, “The Driver of a vehicle
shall not follow another vehicle more closely than
is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for
speed of the preceding vehicle and the traffic upon,
and condition of, the highway.”

IT’S 21 FOR A REASON
Understand the Facts & Laws Regarding Underage Drinking
As Prom and Graduation season approaches, the Franklin Township Municipal Alliance for the
Prevention of Substance Abuse (FTMAPSA) wants to remind parents about the price they will have
to pay for their child’s under-aged drinking. Drinking alcohol under the age of 21 is illegal in New
Jersey and will result in a $500 fine, community service and loss of one’s driver’s license. Moreover,
it is also a disorderly person’s offense for adults to provide alcohol to any person under the age of 21, other than their own child in the
privacy of their own home, i.e. a parent may give his or her children alcohol in their home for a religious occasion. The penalties for
an adult providing alcohol to their children’s under aged friends is a fine of up to $1,000 and/or up to six months imprisonment.
Parents can help:
• If your child is going to a party, find out where it is and call other parents to make sure it will be alcohol free
• Keep your alcohol locked up so that your child won’t have access to it; Check back packs and purses at the door to make sure
no alcoholic beverages are entering your home in the hands of teenagers; and
• Refuse to buy alcohol for your child, or host a party where persons under 21 consume alcohol.
A clear community-wide message with support, responsibility, positive role models, alternative activities and positive social norms
will help to further reduce use and abuse statistics and prevent senseless tragedies. Contact the Franklin Township Municipal Alliance
at 732-873-1991, Option 4 for community partnership opportunities.

April is Alcohol Awareness Month

FREE CULTURAL CONCERTS
AT FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY
This spring the Franklin Township Public Library will host entertaining and enriching musical programs for all
ages. The line-up includes critically acclaimed musicians performing original material and old favorites. All
are welcome!
RIDE- EXPLORATION OF THE AMERICAN WEST
Sunday, April 15 2PM
Inspired by Marc Berger’s lifelong love of the American frontier, RIDE, his critically acclaimed current release,
captures the vastness and romance of the West.
GAYNEL HODGE WITH QUIET STORM
Wednesday, April 18 7PM
The great Gaynel Hodge, founding member of The Platters, will sing a cappella backed by Quiet Storm.
A MUSICAL SALUTE TO MOLLY PICON, STAR OF THE YIDDISH THEATRE
Sunday, May 6 2PM
Award-winning professor and performer Diane Cypkin tells the life story of the “First Lady of the Yiddish stage”
in this lecture/concert.
CLASSICAL GUITAR CONCERT WITH FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL CHAMBER ENSEMBLES
Wednesday, May 9 7PM
Classical guitarist Nick Cutroneo will be joined by Franklin High School Chamber Guitar Ensemble and Franklin
High School String Chamber Ensemble.
BRIAN BETZ QUARTET FEATURING DENIS DIBLASIO
Sunday, June 10 2PM
Award-winning guitarist Brian Betz joins baritone saxophonist Denis DiBlasio for an afternoon of cool jazz.
In July and August the musical fun continues with the library’s ever-popular Summer Concert Series!
Stay tuned.

Are you a person with Medicare who has diabetes or know someone who does?
Sign up today for a FREE 6-week workshop in Franklin Township.
Diabetes Self-Management Program (DSMP) workshops include six different sessions, each covering a new topic.
Sign up today and remember to mark your calendars and save the dates, so you can attend all six sessions.
We regret that there can be no new attendees after workshop session #2.

Workshop Location:

Franklin Township Senior Center, 505 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873
Workshop #1: Date Wednesday, May 23, 2018
Workshop #2: Date Wednesday, May 30, 2018
Workshop #3: Date Wednesday, June 6, 2018
Workshop #4: Date Wednesday, June 13, 2018
Workshop #5: Date Wednesday, June 20, 2018
Workshop #6: Date Wednesday, June 27, 2018

Time 9:30 am - 12:00pm
Time 9:30am - 12:00pm
Time 9:30am - 12:00pm
Time 9:30am - 12:00pm
Time 9:30am - 12:00pm
Time 9:30am - 12:00pm

Register by Contacting:
Jarmaine Williams at (732) 955-8168

Franklin Times
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April to August, 2018

PUBLIC
MEETINGS
Township Council

Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 7:00 p.m.
April 10, 24 • May 8, 22 • June 12, 26
July 10 • August 14

Planning Board

Municipal Building, 7:30 p.m.
April 4, 18 • May 2, 16 • June 6, 20
July 11, 18 • August 1

Zoning Board of Adjustment

Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m.
April 5, 19 • May 3, 17 • June 7, 21
July 5, 19 • August 2

Advisory Board of Health

Municipal Building,
Large Conference Room, 7:30 p.m.
April 4 • May 2 • June 6 • July – No meeting•
August 1

Advisory Recreation Council

Community Senior Center, 7:00 p.m.
April 11 • May 9 • June 13 • July 11• August 8

Agricultural Advisory Committee

Municipal Building, Large Conference Room, 8:00 p.m.
April 19 • May 17 • June 21• July 19
August 16

Board of Health

Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 6:00 p.m.
June 12

Cable Television Advisory Committee
Meetings As Needed

Emergency Life Support

Public Safety Building, 7:00 p.m.
April 4, June 6, and October 3

Environmental Commission
Municipal Building, 7:00 p.m.
April 2, 16 • May 7, 21 • June 4, 18
July 16 • August 20

Fire Prevention Board

Municipal Building, 7:30 p.m.
April 12 • May 10 • June 14 • July 12
August – No meeting

Hamilton Street Advisory Board

Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m.
April – No meeting • May 7
June-August – No meetings

Historic Preservation Advisory
Commission

Municipal Building, 7:30 p.m.
April 3 • May 1 • June 5 • July 3 • August 7

Housing Authority

25 Parkside Street, 7:00 p.m.
April 11 • May 9 • June 13 • July 11 • August 8

Human Relations Commission
Municipal Library, 7:00 p.m.
April 23 • May – No meeting • June 25
July 23 • August 27

Library Board of Trustees

Municipal Library, 5:30 p.m.
April 25• May 23 • June 27 • July – No meeting
August 22

Municipal Alliance for the
Prevention of Substance Abuse/
Youth Services Commission
Community Senior Center, 4:30 p.m.
April 25 • May 23 • June 27 • July 25
August 22

Open Space Advisory Committee
Municipal Building, 7:00 p.m.
April 17 • May 15 • June 19 • July 17
August 21

Redevelopment Agency

Municipal Building, Large Conference Room, 7:30 p.m.
April 16 • May 21 • June 18 • July 16
August 20

Senior Citizen Advisory Committee
Community Senior Center, 10:00 a.m.
April 27 • May 25 • June 29
July & August – No Meetings

Sewerage Authority

70 Commerce Drive, 6:30 p.m.
April 3 • May 1 • June 5 • July 3• August 7

Shade Tree Commission

Municipal Building, Large Conference Room, 7:00 p.m.
April 26 • May 24 • June 28 • July 26
August 23

Trails Advisory Committee

Municipal Building, Large Conference Room, 7:00 p.m.
April 11 • May 9 • June 13 • July 11 • August 8
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FRANKLIN FOOD BANK’S ANNUAL
TOUR de FRANKLIN CHARITY BIKE RIDE
Sunday, April 29, 2018
Franklin Food Bank’s annual Tour de Franklin Charity Bike Ride
is traditionally held in April and is one of the first bike rides of
the season. This year is no exception, with the Tour scheduled for
Sunday, April 29, 2018 in Somerset, NJ. This year marks the Tour’s
29th year, and it has grown into a community tradition. Every April,
the event kicks off the riding season for many avid cyclists, signals
Spring for the Franklin community, and provides an opportunity for
everyone to help neighbors and fight local hunger.
For the third year in a row, the Tour de Franklin will be held at
Franklin High School at 500 Elizabeth Avenue in Somerset. The day
consists of seven different rides, including the Metric Century Ride,
the 40-mile ride, the 25-Mile Ride, a 10-Mile Ride, a 1- to 5-Mile
neighborhood walk/ride and two rides along Franklin Township’s
scenic D&R Canal, offering something for everyone. Ride start times
are staggered throughout the morning with riders returning to the
High School for a community lunch at the end of their ride. T-shirts
are guaranteed to all participants who register by April 2nd, and
special t-shirts will be awarded to Silver Riders who raise over $150
and Gold Riders who raise over $300. There are trophies given to the
school that has the most participants and the team that raises the most
money. The fee to participate is $45, full-time students are $20, and $10 for children 12 years old and younger. Rates increase after April 2nd so
take advantage of the early bird registration.
New this year is the Spin de Tour. For those who can’t make the traditional Tour de Franklin or if you want to get in an extra ride, join the Food
Bank at Crunch Fitness at 960 Easton Avenue (Rutgers Plaza Shopping Center) at 11:30 AM. Seating is limited so register early.
The Tour de Franklin is the Franklin Food Bank’s largest fundraiser and a critical part of the Food Bank’s financial support. Last year almost
800 participants helped raise almost $80,000 for the Food Bank. This is a substantial increase from the Tour’s humble beginnings in 1989 when
30 riders helped to raise $1,500. However, the Food Bank’s needs are also far greater than they were in 1989. In 2017, the Food Bank processed
over 1.3 million pounds of food in the Millstone Road warehouse feeding over 1800 Franklin Township families in need. While $80,000 sounds
like a lot, it is really just a small part of the Food Bank’s annual budget.
The Franklin Food Bank is a private 501c3 non-denominational organization. Their mission is to provide food assistance to Franklin Township
residents in need in an atmosphere of dignity and respect.
To learn more about the Franklin Food Bank or the Tour de Franklin, please visit the Food Bank’s website – www.FranklinFoodBank.org. Don’t
forget to like the Franklin Food Bank and the Tour de Franklin on Facebook.

Hello Franklin!

Join us as we explore some of the wonderful places and faces that make
up our community of Franklin Township. Franklinites Jeffrey and Joseph
Porter share their Personal Success on and off the field.

Franklin Township is home to people of diverse backgrounds and talents that achieve success in a variety of ways. Franklin athletes, Jeffrey and Joseph
Porter achieve success through perseverance and hard work. Jeffrey Porter ran track and field for Franklin High School (FHS) and later became a Team
USA Olympian. Joseph Porter was a FHS football player and ran track. Through hard work he became an NFL cornerback. Today Jeffrey is the Director
of Student Athlete Alumni Relations & Partnerships Associates for the University of Michigan where he manages all student athletic events. Recently,
he earned his PhD. He is currently doing research on athletics and on the criminal justice system & the African American community. He attributes his
professional success to strategic planning and goal setting.
Joseph Porter also achieves success in the classroom as a US History teacher in Franklin High School where the lesson plan is based on the Pre Civil War
Era. “A lot of the enslaved people gave everything they had, they prayed, they worked really hard, and they tried to please their master and still weren’t
Jeffrey and Joseph Porter freed,” stated Joseph, “It was perseverance that led to abolitionism.”
As twin brothers, Jeffrey and Joseph Porter always competed against each other on the track and
on the field as Franklin High School athletes. Jeffrey was admired by his brother for his “laser
focus,” on the track and on the field. It was this “laser focus,” that earned Jeffery a spot on the
American Olympic team after coming in 3rd place in 2012 and 2016 during the US Olympic
Trials. Qualifying for the US Olympic trials made it possible for Jeffrey to travel to different
countries in Europe as well as a Rio De Janiero, Brazil.
“Joe made sure I never took a day off or a play off. Joe went behind me to make sure I ran my
best opposition and that I carry with me from Franklin to Michigan and when I went to Rio.
I put in the hard work on the track. I am of the mindset that you are not going to beat me. I
learned that from Joe,” added Jeffrey.
Jeffrey admired his brother, Joseph for his competitive spirit and his motivation. It was Joseph’s
competitive spirit and motivation that placed him in the periphery of the college scouts during
his FHS football games. Joseph Porter played football for Rutgers University. He later found
success as an NFL cornerback playing for the New Orleans Saints in 2007, Green Bay Packers
in 2007-2008, the Las Vegas Locomotives in 2009, the Cleveland Browns in 2009 and the
Oakland Raiders football in 2010-2011.
While perseverance and hard work is what led to Jeffrey and Joseph’s success, their strong
faith in God and their family support are the foundation of these accomplishments. Jeffrey
and Joseph have an older brother John who is Crisis Intervention Specialist for Catholic
Charities, and a sister that is a physician. Their late father, John Porter Sr. inspired them to
be a positive example to the less fortunate and encouraged them to pursue their goals. As a
retired Intellectual Property attorney he worked on legal rights for a patent, copyright, and
trademark for Citibank. Their mother, Linda Porter also made sure that she exposed her children
to different extracurricular activities such as piano lessons, foreign languages, and sports. Her
children gravitated toward sports. Linda Porter is a school librarian at Franklin High School and
has earned her masters from Kean University during her battle against breast cancer. She is also
a proud mother, mother-in-law and grandmother.

Assessing Forest Health in Central New Jersey:

Impacts of Deer and Invasive Plant Species
SAVE THE DATE:

Monday, May 21, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Municipal Building, 475 DeMott Lane, Somerset
The Franklin Township Environmental Commission invites you
to a workshop on the impacts of deer and invasive species in
central New Jersey. Learn about the environmental impacts of
the exploding deer population in our area, attempts to manage
the problem, and what you, as homeowners, can do about it.
Also, find out about the importance of planting native plant
species and how non-native species harms our environment.
Learn what plants and flowers deer avoid so you can enjoy your
garden.
Dr. Jay Kelly, Associate Professor of Biology at Raritan
Dr. Jay Kelly, Biology
Valley Community College is our speaker. He will be sharing
professor at RVCC
the results of his study on this topic that was funded by the
National Science Foundation, SENCER program (Science Education for New Civic
Engagement and Responsibilities) and partly done in partnership with NJ Audubon Society.
Dr. Kelly has conducted extensive research on numerous environmental topics for the NJ
Department of Environmental Protection, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, environmental
organizations, and others. He has received many awards and honors for his work.
This workshop is free and open to the public. No RSVP necessary.

My Internship Experience:
Experiences of Today for an Inspired Tomorrow

Arbor
Day
- Why
Plant
Trees?
Arbor Day
– Why
Plant
Trees?
Trees provide shade that can save you money on your electric bill… three well
placed trees can cut air conditioning costs by 15%!
Trees help reduce stress and speed recovery of hospital patients
A single mature tree can absorb 26 pounds of carbon dioxide each year and will
replace it with life-giving oxygen
Well placed trees can add value to your property
Trees provide shelter for wildlife, slow rainfall runoff, prevent soil erosion,
muffle noise, and provide privacy
Trees add beauty and grace to our community
Learn about these and other reasons to plant trees at the Shade Tree
Commission’s Arbor Day Celebration at 10:00 am on Saturday, April, 28th in
Middlebush Park on DeMott Lane.
The highlight of the event will be a ceremonial tree planting that marks the
completion of a two-year tree planting project in Middlebush Park. We will also
have information about our other tree planting projects throughout the
Township. Residents who join the festivities will receive free tree seedlings from
the New Jersey Tree Recovery Campaign (on a first-come-first-served basis while
supplies last). Seedlings are 6 to 24” in height depending on the species and
are ready for planting. Come join the fun on Saturday, April 28th starting at
10:00 am.
Our Annual Tree Sale also wraps up in April. The tree sale started in December
and the order window closed in mid-March, but trees may still be available. For
more information about the Arbor Day event, the annual tree sale, and to learn
about the Commission’s other activities visit the Shade Tree Commission’s
website at www.franklintwpnj.org/shadetree.

With my tall black heels and a semi-wrinkled blouse, I walked into the lobby of a dim and quiet building-the Franklin Township Municipal Building.
Although I was nervous about blending in and being taken seriously, I was swept in quickly, and before I knew it, I was sitting in a planning meeting
for the Franklin Day Festival’s preparations. From meeting people from the stage crew to the recreation staff, I was quickly able to understand what the
Township meant to the workers through their hard work and passion. I could remember my first day at the job vividly, as I was in complete awe when I
realized that the room that I could walk in so easily, turned to be the municipal courtroom where important decisions were made and where chamber of
commerce meetings were held every so often since 1798.
I’ve always found a keen interest in international affairs as well as issues in our society as a whole. Surprisingly enough, I was extremely fascinated
to see how our ever-so-small government could impact the community and those I knew so well. The idea that I would be able to take part in this
internship seemed far-fetched, but I immediately became excited for what was to come! I started at a small desk with my fresh new ID and laptop from
the IT department in a room with fluctuating temperatures. Being the only rising Junior in high school, let alone student interning, filled me with a
fear of intimidation and uncertainty. However, through the friendly staff from all the departments, I was able to ease this feeling and go on to learn and
experience bigger things. During the first few weeks working with the Special Projects Manager, Saffie Kallon, I was able to learn how to write formal
SHREYA H. PATEL
Franklin High School Intern press releases, engage in meetings with leaders of our community and take notes, talk to business leaders, and even make township databases. Not only
that, I was able to see the difference between the local level of government and other sectors of government through my overpowering curiosity and urge
to keep myself busy all the time.
Most Importantly, I was able to represent the youth of Franklin and learn to advocate for them through the youth center planning summits and volunteer coordination at Franklin
Day. I’ve learned that through the spirit of community and service I, even as a youth, could make a difference on a macroscale and cause our Township to flourish. “Be the change
you want to see in the world” may seem cliché at first, but it is indeed up to us, the community, its people, and its values that represent where we end up tomorrow.
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The FTCAC Gazebo Project Needs Your Support!

DONATE NOW AT: www.franklincac.org
AND BE A PART OF FRANKLIN HISTORY!

Celebrate Earth Day by Cleaning Up
a Stream Near You!
Since its inception
in 1970, Earth
Day has brought
millions of
people together
to celebrate
our world’s
environment.
The day has
also focused
our attention on
environmental
problems such as
pollution, flooding
Students pitch -in at the clean-up site.
and littering.
To commemorate Earth Day on April 22, the Franklin Township Environmental
Commission and the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association (SBMWA)
are teaming up to hold our 12th annual Stream Clean-Up Event on Saturday,
April 14th from 9 :30 a.m. to 12 noon. But… we can’t do it without you! The
public is invited to help with this important community event. With the help of
hundreds of volunteers at our annual stream cleanup event, we have removed
over 15,000 pounds of garbage from Franklin Township since 2007.
There are two major watersheds in Franklin Township: In the Millstone
Watershed, there are parts of the Lower Millstone River, Six Mile Run, and
a small part of Heathcote Brook; In the Raritan Watershed, you will find the
Lower Raritan River and Mile Run.
This year, we will be cleaning up along the one mile run stream near the
Franklin/New Brunswick border. Please park at the Pine Grove School
where Stream Clean-Up Coordinators will meet you and get you started. To
volunteer, you can just show up the day of the event.
Everyone who participates will received a free event t-shirt, all supplies
including gloves, garbage bags and pick-up sticks. Snacks and water will be
provided. For more information or if you have questions about the clean-up
event, contact John Clyde, Franklin Environmental Commission member at
732-208-2039 or Erin Stretz, Assistant Director of Science at the Watershed at
609-737-3735 ext. 17 or estretz@thewatershed.org.
Boys and Girls Clubs, Schools, Environmental Clubs, Businesses,
Corporations and individuals, young and old, are invited to participate in this
community event. Groups should register in advance by contacting Erin or
John. Franklin Businesses are invited to sponsor this event and get their name
on the t-shirt as a supporter with a donation of $500 to SBMWA. Call Erin if
interested in supporting.
You may wonder why it is so important to keep our waterways clean. Streams,
rivers and other waterbodies make up the watershed where we all live.
Watersheds are areas of land where runoff from rain and snow drains into a
lake, stream, river or wetland. These watersheds are full of life. They provide
habitat for fish, birds and wildlife. They are also a source of drinking water for
homes and businesses.
The Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association’s mission is to keep water
clean, safe and healthy through conservation, advocacy, science and education.
The Stony-Brook Watershed covers 265 square miles in 26 towns in parts of
five counties (including a part of Franklin). Visit us at www.thewatershed.org
to learn what we are doing to protect water.
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The Franklin Township Cultural Arts Council (FTCAC) is supporting an
exciting new project to commission the construction of a performance
Gazebo and donate it to Franklin Township for all residents to enjoy.
We have scheduled a Spring
Community Concert on Saturday,
May 12 at 7:00pm to fundraise for
the project. The amazing eleven-piece band, MOTOR
CITY REVUE, will perform at the Franklin High School
Auditorium. Get your tickets now at www.FranklinCAC.org!
The Gazebo will serve many diverse and talented villages
of Franklin together through the arts. It will serve as a
central hub for a variety of cultural events including live
music, small musical theater productions, weddings,
school events, cultural celebrations and much more.
The structure will measure 38’ wide x 30’ deep and will
feature seasonal lighting and bench seating. It will be fully
ADA compliant and accessible to all. The project has been
approved by the township council. The location will be the
tree lined area adjacent to the township library near DeMott
Lane.
Please note that the FTCAC receives no municipal funding from the Township. We fulfill
our mission and support events and projects through donations and funds raised through
community projects. The East Millstone Historic Society has graciously agreed to assist us
with financial accounting for this exciting and unifying project. Please note that donations are
100% tax deductible.
Please make your checks payable to:
EMHS /Franklin Gazebo Project
P.O. Box 2184
East Millstone, NJ 08873-2284
Or pay via credit card at: www.franklincac.org
For questions about the project, please email us at FranklinCAC@Gmail.com or call us at
732.754.5649

Proposed Compressor Station 206
Without Franklin Township resident involvement, this project could
soon become a reality.
UPDATE
• Groups from New Jersey and New York City are having weekly meetings to coordinate
for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) release from the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC).
• FERC released the DEIS on March 23, 2018. The hearing to make comments to FERC is
on May 2 at the Franklin Senior Center from 5PM to 9PM.
• Franklin Township Task Force (FTTF) published compilation of chemicals released by
CS206 on a yearly basis and the health impacts. (See website www.scrap-nese.org .)
How you can make a difference for Franklin Township
• Register as an intervenor on FERC & comment. (For instructions & sample comments,
see www.scrap-nese.org.)
• Coordinate with FTTF to contribute analysis of DEIS (assist in reading and interpreting
sections). Email stopftcompressor@yahoo.com
• Learn and spread the word of the dangers from the project.
• Outreach to neighbors, friends and organizations
• Attend workshops and public hearings. Talking points will be provided.
Countdown to Compressor station being built

