
Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission meeting 
Nov. 18, 2019 

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read.  The roll 
was called.  Present were: W. Andrews, S. Jaracz, C. MacIvor, A. Schmidt, P. Walitsky, and Council 
liaison T. Chase.  J. Johnson arrived at 7:13 PM.  Absent: D. Pydeski (PTA meeting), R. Razani. 

Chair’s report: He has sent e-mails to the Environmental Stewardship awardees; he has 
heard back from D. Triggs, not from Linda Powell.  (A. Schmidt e-mailed her during the meeting, 
received an immediate response; apparently W. Andrews’ e-mail did not go through.) 

The minutes of the 11/4 meeting were approved without changes. 

Web site: still needs corrections.  W. Andrews will submit all the corrections to Bob 
McQueen this week. 

Plans: none. 

E-mail address: no one has checked it.  J. Johnson will check it, and try to set up an 
automatic response. 

Plastic bags: J. Johnson and S. Jaracz reported on biodegradable bags made from fish waste.  
S. Jaracz reported on attending a workshop on single-use plastic bags at Plainsboro. 

New business: W. Andrews present the proposed calendar of meetings for 2020.  The first 
meeting will be Jan. 13, because of the Council reorganization meeting Jan. 6; no EC meeting Jan. 
20 (MLK Day).  A meeting is scheduled for July 6 as well as July 20, since there is no conflict with 
July 4 (Saturday).  Since there is no meeting Sept. 7 (Labor Day), S. Jaracz suggested a third 
meeting in August, Aug. 31, when the Commission will be preparing for Franklin Day.  The 
calendar was approved with this addition. 

The meeting was opened to the public.  R. Suydam expressed willingness to join the 
Commission.  She sat at the table and participated in further discussions. 

Old business: Boy Scouts green activity: A. Schmidt has had no response from the scout 
leader to whom he was introduced.  R. Suydam reported that there are 9 merit badges available in 
the environmental area. 

Spotted Lantern-fly seminar: S. Jaracz has received the slides from the seminar, will ask 
Bob McQueen to post them on the township web site.  T. Chase suggested that there be a link to 
the minutes of the EC meeting, which include extensive notes on the seminar. 

S. Jaracz nominated April 18 for the annual stream clean-up, probably of Seeley’s Brook by 
the Easton Ave. Stop & Shop.  He will contact J. Kershner concerning Watershed Institute 
participation. 

Plastic bags: it was asked how the public is informed when an ordinance is passed?  T. 
Chase explained that when an ordinance is introduced, it is published in the township’s official 
newspaper (the Home News-Tribune), before being adopted at the next or a later Council meeting.  
After that, it would be publicized by the local on-line press, and whatever the township 
summarizes through the web site and social media. 

J. Johnson moved that the EC submit the ANJEC model ordinance on plastic bags to the 
Council for introduction in January.  This was passed unanimously. 



C. MacIvor suggested an ordinance requiring that in new developments utilities (electric 
lines, telephone and cable TV lines) be placed underground.  This should be passed to Mark Healey 
for preparation. 

The April seminar on coyotes will be publicized in the upcoming Franklin Times. 

R. Suydam suggested that Philips be asked to donate LEDs to the Franklin Food Bank (and  
that the Food Bank make available to its clients information on them.)  She suggested that the 
township join wearestillin.org (supporting the Paris agreement); that then township appoint a 
Sustainability Officer; that we join the Clean Cities Coalition Network (which could get us grants 
from the Federal Dept. of Energy); that the township actively reforest open space.  (A. Schmidt 
suggested that she bring this to the Shade Tree Commission.)  She asked why Somerset County 
recycling does not collect from churches; a member of the Six Mile Run Church congregation takes 
theirs to South Brunswick for recycling. 

Further discussion centered on expiration of subsidies for the purchase of electric vehicles, 
and the failure of the US to apply for sea floor mining rights for Mn-Co nodules in the Pacific Ocean 
(cobalt is needed for lithium batteries).  China and North Korea have been granted substantial 
areas for mining. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 


