
Minutes of the (Virtual) Meeting of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission 
May 18, 2020 

The meeting was scheduled to start at 7:00 PM, but was delayed due to technical problems, 
particularly that Walter Andrews was unable to log in as host (apparently his computer is insufficient to 
act as host).  Eventually Robert McQueen started the meeting, and Jessica Johnson acted as host.  
Recording started at 7:33 PM; S. Jaracz read the Sunshine Law notice at 7:35 PM.  Roll call: present: S. 
Jaracz, J. Johnson, C. MacIvor (from Fort Worth, TX), D. :Pydeski (audio only), R. Razani, R. Suydam, A. 
Schmidt, and P. Walitsky (audio only); Council liaison T. Chase; and Watershed Institute Policy Director 
Michael Pisauro.  W. Andrews finally joined at 9:33 PM. 

Minutes of the meeting of March 2: A. Schmidt requested two changes: in paragraph 8, his 
wording was ‘reiterated the issue’ of plastic cups on the dais, rather than ‘reiterated his complaint’.  
On p. 2, paragraph 2, he asked whether T. Chase sent the “deemed complete” EC suggested ordinance 
banning plastic bags etc. to the Council, as the minutes say he was to.  T. Chase said he didn’t think he 
did, as it was his understanding that the draft was to be looked over once more before being formally 
approved and sent to Council [at the time, we expected a special meeting March 9 to do this.  This was 
not noticed, and subsequent meetings were canceled due to COVID-19.]  He will remove this sentence 
from the March 2 minutes, and the EC will review one more time before sending it to the Council, 
which is any case is not in any hurry to act, is not likely to act until meetings can again be in person.  
With these changes the minutes were approved. 

Web site/e-mail: an e-mail was received from Kathy Snyder, concerning her earlier e-mail, 
which no one could remember.  J. Johnson will retrieve the earlier e-mail and send to C. MacIvor for 
comment and reply. 

Plans review – accumulated over the last two months: 
   S. Jaracz reported on the North American Real Property subdivision application.  He recommended 
approval, as no construction is proposed at this time. 
   A. Schmidt reported on the S4 Associates application, for a mezzanine storage area in their building 
under construction in Franklin Park, necessitating a variance for being one parking space under 
requirements.  No environmental considerations. 
   P. Walitsky reported on Ivy River Associates, a parking variance; spaces on a neighboring lot will be 
used. 
   D. Pydeski reported on …, an above-ground pool requesting a setback variance.  J. Johnson reported 
on the application of Ursula Gibson and Adam Cora, who propose a shed, need a variance for 
impervious coverage.  They could reduce the size of the gravel pad on which the shed is to be placed to 
diminish, even slightly, the impervious surface. 
   R. Suydam reported on the Neil Patel application, requesting front and back yard setback variances 
on an undersized lot (all lots in the neighborhood are the same size).  The requested rear yard variance 
(33’ requested, vs. 50’ required) seems excessive.  What do other houses in the neighborhood have?  
They would be removing a number of mature trees.  Could they shift the position of the house a little 
and save trees? 
   J. Johnson reported on the Terence Browning application, requesting a side yard variance for a two 
car garage in which to store vintage cars.   The plan does not show % impervious surface; P. Walitsky 
calculates it to be approximately 10%, therefore no problem. 
   R. Razani reported on the Constance Rossi application for a sun room, requiring a rear yard variance.  



Sun rooms can be a contribution to fossil fuel reduction, by using passive solar – if properly designed 
(and her back yard appears wooded). 

Mike Pisauro of the Watershed Institute (and Sophie Glovier by phone) presented on the DEP’s 
new requirements for green infrastructure; the township must amend its stormwater regulations by 
March 2021 (though this will affect only new projects started after the amendments). 

Flooding is happening more often, because rainfall is increasing in New Jersey, and it comes in 
downpours.  Between 1995 and 2020 impervious surface in the Millstone watershed increased 30%; 
Franklin has 14.4% impervious coverage; any amount over 10%, or even 5%, affects stream quality. 

The old thinking about stormwater management was remove it from developed properties as 
quickly as possible.  This picks up pollutants and moves the problem to somewhere else.  New thinking 
is to retain water on site, infiltrate as much as possible to reduce flood damage, and remove pollution, 
by filtration through vegetation or sand beds.  But up to now there has been no action to reduce the 
effect of previous development. 

Two unfortunate (in his opinion) aspects of the new requirements are that it removes green 
infrastructure from design standards, and requires treatment only of run-off from surfaces used by 
vehicles, not from roofs, patios, etc. 

He showed Tables 5-1, 5-2 and 5-3 from the new requirements.  Table 5-1 lists best manage-
ment practices: treat stormwater by infiltration into soil [if the soil permits, which in most of Franklin it 
doesn’t], or by filtration through vegetation or a manufactured device, or mitigate run-off by storing in 
a cistern.  Table 5-2 lists best management practices for infiltration.  Table 3 lists what to do if you can 
do any of the practices in 5-1 or 5-2.  In general, they want many small systems, widely distributed, 
rather than the traditional large detention basins.  If the applicant can’t meet standards on the site, he 
must do as much as possible on that site, mitigate elsewhere in the same watershed, and actually build 
the mitigation – too often this has not occurred. 

Franklin’s ordinance already includes some of the new state requirements (and refers to state 
requirements): it has a definition of minor developments, maintenance requirements, and annual 
inspection.  He suggests we improve the ordinance beyond the state requirements, by lowering the 
thresholds for major and minor developments, require action for redevelopment projects, and require 
mitigation elsewhere, or at least a fee to support such, to get a waiver of any on-site requirements. 

The ordinance should emphasize non-structural techniques and green infrastructure – for 
instance, maintaining trees, which decrease run-off.  As much as possible run-off should be treated on 
site, and volume reduced there. 

He will send the slides he presented, to assist in amending our ordinance. 

At this point the meeting was opened for public comments.  Hearing none, the public portion 
was closed. 

Old business: a) nothing from the Boy Scouts. b) the list of past Environmental Stewardship 
awardees provided by T. Chase and others has never been posted on the web site; it should be.  c) the 
stormwater basin retrofit program is currently underway.  e) One-use plastics ordinance – see above 
under Minutes.  J. Johnson will send the latest version of the EC’s ordinance to members for review, S. 
Jaracz will resume work on a list of what the EC wants, if Council prefers to have Lou Rainone write the 
ordinance.  R. Razani described a film ‘The Story of Plastics’ available for community viewing.  The EC 
will work on setting up a presentation of the film at the next meeting.   f) no Franklin Times articles.  h) 



the program on coyotes should be listed as postponed, not canceled.  A. Schmidt will contact the 
presenter to ask when she would be available (virtually or in person).  k) The denial of permits to 
Transco for its NESE project was discussed.  Reduction of air pollution as a result of working at home 
during the COVID-19 emergency was also discussed, as an example of what could be achieved by 
reduction of fossil fuel use. 

W. Andrews reported on plans he reviewed: Dada Bhagan Institute (resubmission): they met 
comments made on the previous submission.  Macedonia Church of Christ: expanding the footprint of 
their new building: he suggested LED lighting, solar panels, and pervious pavement in the parking lot. 
BGS Reality; preliminary and final plans for a major subdivision on Veronica Ave near Bennett’s Lane: 
he recommended; consider LED lighting, previous pavement in parking area, solar panels and low 
maintenance landscaping.  


