
Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting 
 June 7, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read.  The roll 
was called.  Present were: W. Andrews, S. Jaracz, J. Johnson, M. Santiago, A. Schmidt, and P. 
Walitsky.  Council liaison T. Chase joined at 7:16.  Absent: R. Suydam (moving). 

A. Schmidt moved approval of the minutes of the May 17 meeting.  Approved. 

S. Jaracz moved to open the meeting to the public.  No public was then present.  He moved 
to close the meeting to the public.  Approved. 

Web site/e-mail was skipped over, as J. Johnson was otherwise occupied (work phone call). 

Plans: P. Walitsky reported on the Center School application for parking lot solar cells 
(approved by the Planning Board, 5/19).  He contacted the head of the school about their being 
nominated for the Environmental Stewardship award, and was given a tour of the school. 

The only future Planning Board application is the request of 695 Hamilton St. (mixed use 
building) for relaxation of the condition precluding medical use on weekends; nothing for the EC 
to comment on.  Both South Middlebush Rd. temples are on the Zoning Board agenda for June 20.  
Also on the docket of the Zoning Board is the parking of school buses at Rutgers Plaza.  A. Schmidt 
suggested asking them to put up DEP No Idling signs. 

New business: Clean Communities grant: A. Schmidt prepared a recommendation to 
Council that a portion of the Clean Communities grant funds be used to buy and distribute 
reusable shopping bags to residents at township events.  The NJ Clean Communities executive 
director has specifically stated (A. Schmidt gave a web reference) that Clean Communities money 
can be used to buy reusable bags.  He moved that the EC approve and send to Council his recom-
mendation.  This was approved. 

Web page committee: no update, pending EC members’ experiences with the web site. 

ANJEC site plan checklist ordinance: tabled, R. Suydam not present. 

Shade Tree/EC joint subcommittee: nothing new. 

Volunteers (Rutgers Prep students): S. Jaracz contacted Christian Wright (student), sugges-
ting cleaning up the D&R Canal towpath.  He also contacted Bob Vornlocker, who contacted 
Patricia Kallesser, D&R Canal State Park superintendent, who sent him a park volunteer form to be 
completed.  S. Jaracz has also informed the Rutgers Prep environmental club’s faculty adviser.  C. 
Wright would also be interested in cleaning up other parks (e.g. Middlebush Park).  T. Chase 
suggested Dunham-Lebed park and Marconi Park, as being within walking distance of Rutgers 
Prep; W. Andrews suggested Inman Park. 

Idling vehicles at warehouses: T. Chase was copied on an e-mail from the mayor, asking 
that this be placed on the agenda of the Administration Committee of Council. 

M. Santiago reported on the Plastic Bag Ban Education subcommittee. 

Old Business: Stormwater basin retrofit program: T. Chase will try to find out what has 
happened.  Four basins are believed to have been retrofitted, another was proposed. 

Sustainable Jersey: nothing new.  It is time to begin thinking about our recertification, due 
next year. 

Environmental Stewardship awards: one candidate for the individual award was suggested. 



The township revised stormwater management ordinance is on the Council agenda for 
passage June 10. 

T. Chase reported that there is a bill in the Legislature to require that new warehouses to 
have roofs ready for solar cells. 

Sustainability officer: W. Andrews is collecting job descriptions, will report at a future 
meeting.  T. Chase will ask Bob Vornlocker about Tara Kenyon’s possible role with the EC. 

S. Jaracz reported on litter along Rte 27 in the vicinity of Three Mile Run (stream crossing 
Rte 27 just south of the Millstone branch train tracks).  The state uses prison inmates for clean-up 
along highways. 

The meeting was opened to the pubic again.  There were no comments.  It was then closed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 PM. 


