
Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting 
April 19, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read.  The roll 
was called.  Present were:  W. Andrews, S. Jaracz, J.Johnson, M. Santiago, A. Schmidt, R. Suydam, 
and P. Walitsky; and Council liaison T. Chase.  D. Pydeski was excused (children’s sports required 
her attendance). 

Chair’s report: he contacted Mark Healey about early access to site plans.  The EC does have 
early access, but not direct notification.  P. Walitsky reviewed plans this afternoon. W. Andrews 
will ask for notification when a new plan is posted. 

The minutes of the meeting of April 5, were approved, A. Schmidt moving approval and S. 
Jaracz seconding. 

The meeting was opened to the public for comment.  Only the Franklin Reporter was 
present, and had no comment.  The meeting was then closed to the public. 

Commission e-mail: J. Johnson has been unable to log in, therefore has no report.  Social 
media posting: S. Jaracz will write a report on the April 17 clean-up.  Heather Fenyk (Lower 
Raritan Watershed Partnership) has posted a report on Facebook.  J. Johnson moved that S. Jaracz 
put together a report on the clean-up and send it to Krista Hegedus and Bob McQueen of township 
IT for posting on Facebook, if possible on Earth Day.  Approved. 

The subcommittee on the web site has not met since the last EC meeting, will meet at the 
end of the month. 

P. Walitsky reported on plans up for approval by the Planning Board and Zoning Board.  
Solar cells at the Center School (2 Riverside Drive) and a large warehouse replacing the former 
John Wiley warehouse off Elizabeth Avenue (1 Wiley Drive) are to be considered by the Planning 
Board on April 20.  On May 5 the Planning Board will consider a warehouse at 461 Cottontail Lane, 
a driveway at 23 Wortman, and the pool at 3 Corwen Court discussed at the April 5 EC meeting.  
On May 19 the Planning Board will consider two apartment buildings at Sterling Pointe, proposed 
in the original plan there (2002) but never built, though the site was cleared.  The application 
relies on a 2003 environmental report, and presents a stream encroachment/freshwater wetlands 
permit dated 2002, expiring in 2007.  The current application is dated December 2018, notarized 
in 2020.  The reapplication is because they are asking to exceed the ordinance’s height limit (60 
feet allowed, 64 feet requested).  They quote from the 2003 environmental report. 

The Zoning Board will on May 6 hear an application to store 15 small (20 passenger) school 
buses at 2 JFK Boulevard.  The EC is concerned about the possibility of oil leakage from the 
vehicles reaching the D&R Canal or the river.  Why was extensive vegetation between the site and 
the exit road from Easton Ave. removed? 

New business: Mark Healey (and the Land Use Committee of Council) stuck with the DEP’s 
thresholds for major development (1 acre new disturbance, 10,000 sq. ft. of new impervious 
surface) rather than the lower thresholds suggested by the Watershed Institute and recommended 
by the EC.  R. Suydam reports that the DEP will produce a new required ordinance in a year. 

Site Plan checklist: R. Suydam and D. Pydeski reviewed environmental checklists from 
three towns (Ramsey, Evesham, Madison) and summarized them in one document.  Evesham 
implemented the checklist by ordinance, Ramsey didn’t.  R. Suydam suggested that the EC develop 
its own checklist, try it out, and in the future request that it be sent to applicants to be completed.  
Does the township (i.e. Mark Healey) already have a checklist?  A. Schmidt suggested that if it does, 



the EC just add to the township’s list.  T. Chase suggested separate checklists for residential and 
commercial projects. 

The EC/Shade Tree joint subcommittee will meet (virtually) at 10 AM on April 27. 

A. Schmidt suggested using Clean Communities grant money to buy reusable shopping bags 
to be given out at Franklin Day. 

W. Andrews will ask Bob Vornlocker about appointing Amy Spears as an intern (for her 
Rutgers Environmental Stewardship requirement); or T. Chase can pursue this.  R. Suydam 
suggested enlisting Amy Spears to develop an educational program on the plastic bag ban and use 
of reusable bags.  ANJEC is expected to provide material for such a campaign.  The EC will ask Amy 
Spears if she would work on this for her stewardship program. 

At this point J. Johnson had to step out to set her dog on the foxes looking for her chickens. 

T. Chase reported that Tara Kenyon has on the agenda for the Open Space Committee 
meeting (April 20) the Mayors’ Monarch Challenge and the Rutgers report on green infrastructure 
projects.  He suggested having her present on both at the next EC meeting. 

Old Business: J. Johnson will locate the request for an EC resolution against the Gibbstown 
liquid natural gas port.  S. Jaracz reported that the Central Jersey Electric Vehicle Association is 
celebrating Earth Day with an electric vehicle show at the American Legion post in Milltown.  
Their webinar on Generation Z electric vehicle drivers will be posted. 

T. Chase reported on the township’s assignment of its electric vehicles to township staff. 

It was moved to open the meeting to the public.  There was no comment.  The meeting was 
closed to the public. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM. 


