Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission meeting
5-3-21

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read. The roll
was called. Present were: W. Andrews, M. Santiago, D. Pydeski, ]. Johnson, R. Suydam, A. Schmidt,
S. Jaracz, and P. Walitsky; and Open Space Coordinator Tara Kenyon and Council liaison T. Chase.

Environmental Commission representation on the Planning Board (since C. Maclvor’s
resignation) was discussed. T. Chase stated that as a Planning Board member he represents EC
positions there.

The minutes of the April 19 meeting were approved (D. Pydeski abstaining).
The meeting was opened to the public. No public was present.

Email: an email from Christian Wright, a Rutgers Prep student, asking about opportunities
for volunteers, was received. The EC suggests that Rutgers Prep students can conveniently clean
up along the canal towpath, reaching it from the bridge by the Van Wickle house. Further afield,
they could survey other township streams. S. Jaracz volunteered to be the point person for this.
W. Andrews pointed out that this should be cleared with Bob Vornlocker, in case there might be
liability issues for the town.

An email was received from Jessica Muhija, Food and Water Watch intern, concerning bills
in the Legislature about forest management. T. Chase and T. Kenyon explained these bills. The EC
can respond, using a letter T. Chase has written about AB 4843.

Another email concerned water leakage and possible mold growth in a house the writer is
trying to buy. The EC referred her to the county Health Dept.

Social media: does anyone have a proposed posting for this month? S. Jaracz suggested
writing about the Environmental Resource Inventory. (The link from the EC page on the township
web site still leads to the 2009 version, though the 2018 version is available elsewhere on the
township web site.) A. Schmidt suggested developing questions about it. R. Suydam suggested
asking what to post at the end of the EC meeting, reflecting discussion during the meeting.

Tara Kenyon presented the draft Impervious Cover Assessment and Green Infrastructure
Action Plan, prepared by Chris Obropta’s students at Rutgers. The township received a $20,000
grant from Sustainable Jersey to fund this study. It identified 17 possible green infrastructure
projects for implementation, and contains details about them. Slight differences between the
2015 and 2021 versions in acres of land and water in each subwatershed are the result of
upgrades in the software. However, T. Chase questioned the reported increases in impervious
cover; how much are real, and how much the result of improvement in software? The new
stormwater management rules, requiring the use of green infrastructure, should moderate the
increase of impervious surface in the township (but warehouses are still being built).

Some suggestions were: design infrastructure to retain rainwater from a storm depositing
3.34 inches of rain over 24 hours, rather than the present standard of 1.25 inches in two hours
(since global warming is bringing increasing numbers of larger storms). Review existing ordinan-
ces and practices to include green infrastructure. Post signs explaining all green infrastructure
projects.

The report identifies 17 possible green infrastructure projects for implementation. These
are described in detail on a web page; projected costs are included. The study cost $17,500,
leaving $2500 to implement a small project. Rutgers Prep students might help with these



(volunteers can install plants at rain gardens, for instance). A project is proposed for Rutgers
Prep, but does not include a rain garden there. More information will be available in June.

A spreadsheet could be developed to include impervious surface data from site plans
before the Planning and Zoning Boards, to keep track of increases.

Plans review: P. Walitsky reported that no new plans have been posted on the Planning and
Zoning Board web pages - the EC has already commented on all currently posted plans.

Web site review: R. Suydam and A. Schmidt met with Bob McQueen and Krista Hegedus of
township IT. The next step is for EC members to ‘test drive’ the EC web site, finding what is
currently lacking, and notifying the subcommittee. Focus on content; Krista Hegedus will be
changing the appearance.

Site plan checklist: Mark Healey responded to A. Schmidt’s inquiry (requested by the
Commission) about the checklist the Township requires developers to submit for proposed
projects, and stated that currently no EC checklist can be required for applicants to fill out.
Sustainable Jersey presents a suggested ‘Green checklist’ for environmental commissions, and
AN]JEC just came out with checklist information. An ordinance requiring such a checklist could be
prepared; in the meantime, the EC can devise its own checklist for internal use. R. Suydam asked
EC members to review the comparison of three checklists which she recently sent out.

Shade Tree/EC joint subcommittee: has met, but nothing much to report yet.

Volunteer opportunities: W. Andrews talked with Bob Vornlocker, who suggested some
actions that can be taken once the 2021 budget is in effect, including a role for Amy Spears. But it
will be another month before the budget is effective. S.Jaracz suggested that Ms. Spears could
direct a rain garden project.

Anti-idling signs for warehouses: A. Schmidt suggests an ordinance requiring anti-idling
signs at warehouses, with the county Health Dept. checking on implementation and trucks idling.
Property owners as well as truck owners can be held responsible for air and noise pollution at
their properties, but posting such signs will relieve property owners from responsibility for air
pollution caused by idling vehicles. Enforcement must be by the county (and they do carry out
anti-idling inspections). He will write up a formal proposal to the Council from the EC.

Plastic bag ban information subcommittee: M. Santiago will lead this. A meeting is
scheduled for May 4 at 4 PM. Send photos of signs about this. Subcommittee meetings could be by
Webex, but S. Jaracz or ]. Johnson would have to be the host.

Old business: Environmental Stewardship awards for 2021: P. Walitsky suggests the Center
School’s planned extensive solar cell installation.

Stream clean-up: R. Suydam is concerned about litter where Rte 27 crosses the brook Three
Mile Run, just south of the former railroad spur (the brook emerges from under the former
Phillips Concrete site). Naaman Williams Park clean-up: DPW action is needed to clean up tires.

The meeting was opened to the public. There was no public in attendance. The meeting
was closed to the public.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 PM.



