Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting
June 21, 2021

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read. The roll
was called. Present were: W.Andrews, S. Jaracz, M. Santiago, A. Schmidt, R. Suydam, and P.
Walitsky; and Council liaison T. Chase. ]. Johnson joined at 7:19 PM.

Chair’s report: items for New Business from several members were recognized. The
township water quality report was discussed. Questions should be asked of Carl Hauck, as there
were several exceedances of limits shown.

The minutes of the meeting of June 7 were approved as submitted (R. Suydam abstaining,
not having been present).

The meeting was opened to the public (Franklin Reporter). No comments. The meeting
was closed to the public.

Web site/e-mail/social media - postponed, J. Johnson not yet being present.

Plans: no new plans for the Planning Board. Three applications on which the EC has
commented are outstanding — P. Walitsky’s submissions from the 6/7 meeting have not been
posted. On the Zoning Board agenda for July 1 are the two temples on S. Middlebush Rd, and a
side yard variance for an above ground pool. For July 15, there are: a sign variance on Rte 27,
Tabachnick Foods expansion; St. Sharbel church reconstruction; Brentwood Bay (a four story
apartment building on Hamilton St.) requesting a change of side wall panels from 8” to 7”. The EC
could ask whether they are a candidate for community solar.

Web site/e-mail/social media: nothing in the in box.

A. Schmidt reported on the Shade Tree Committee’s comments on the Dada Bhagwan
Institute proposal: they oppose the removal of mature trees, arguing for use instead of the field
portion of the property. R. Suydam described an exemption in the current shade tree ordinance
that might give the temple greater freedom to cut down trees.

New business: the request to use Clean Communities grant money to fund reusable bags to
be given out at township events has not received a response. T. Chase has heard nothing. He
described the current status of virtual meetings vs. in-person.

“Test driving” the EC web page: no one has done it.

R. Suydam reported on the proposed checklist for applications. Some comments were
made, but full discussion in detail will be held until all have read it carefully.

S.Jaracz presented a map of average wind speeds in New Jersey (in support of construction
of domestic wind turbines). R. Suydam reported on a wind turbine that her family has installed to
power aeration of a pond. This could be suggested for applications involving retention basins, as it
would need little or no ongoing expense vs. an electrically powered aerator.

The Shade Tree/EC joint subcommittee is to meet (virtually) on June 22 at 10 AM.

Volunteer opportunities: C. Wright of Rutgers Prep has some 50 students interested in
clean-up of the canal towpath and other parks. They are deciding on a date to act.

T. Chase reported that the contract to Tara Kenyon for “sustainability consulting” is on the
Council agenda for 6/22.



Warehouses, anti-idling signs: nothing new. The bill to require notification to neighboring
communities of warehouse proposals has been reported favorably by a state Senate committee.

Plastic bag ban education: the EC could submit an article to the township newsletter (a call
for submissions has just gone out). M. Santiago contacted the Board of Education about distrib-
uting information via schoolchildren and received a positive response. The Board of Education
will look into this further. The township library will offer posting space and distribution through
social media. They ask whether the EC wants to put on a program. Other members of the sub-
committee have yet to turn in recommendations, a full report from the subcommittee should be
presented at the next meeting.

S.Jaracz presented a suggestion for an Adopt-a-Drain program. This is a statewide, indeed
national program (https://nj.adopt-a-drain.org/). This could be publicized via township social
media plus Franklin Times and Franklin Reporter. Council should be asked to endorse it. How
many storm drains are there in Franklin? R. Suydam moved to send S. Jaracz’s current wording to
township media (including Franklin Times) and social media. At the next meeting a final version
could be endorsed to send to Council. Questions arose about the text, and R. Suydam moved to
table her motion. It was tabled. T. Chase will ask Carl Hauck how many storm drains there are in
the township. It may be necessary for the township to provide information to the adopt-a-drain
website for the latter to map drains for the public.

S. Jaracz also sent an e-mail suggesting that the EC adopt a resolution asking that the state
pension board divest from fossil fuel companies, forwarding it to Council for endorsement. A.
Schmidt suggested that the EC to adopt the resolution. Other New Jersey municipalities, e.g. Jersey
City, have already adopted such resolutions. S.]Jaracz will write a resolution based on that of
Jersey City.

There were no other updates on Old Business. The meeting was opened to the public.
There were no comments. The meeting was closed to the public. It was noted that there will be
only one meeting in July, on July 19.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 PM.


https://nj.adopt-a-drain.org/

