Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting,
July 19, 2021

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read. The roll
was called. Present were: W. Andrews, S. Jaracz, M. Santiago, A. Schmidt, R. Suydam, and P.
Walitsky; and Council liaison T. Chase and sustainability officer Tara Kenyon. J. Johnson informed
the Commission that she would be late or not make the meeting, being out of state for the day.

Chair’s report: the township clerk informed him that there was U.S. mail in the EC mailbox,
accumulated over the past year. He picked it up. It contained some DEP notices, but nothing
important.

A. Schmidt reminded those who are required to do so to file their financial disclosure forms
with the state. This is not a requirement for EC members, though it is for Open Space Committee
members.

The minutes of June 21 were approved.

A resolution listing meeting dates for the rest of the year at 475 DeMott Lane, i.e. in person,
was discussed. T. Kenyon has prepared similar resolutions for Open Space and the Agricultural
Advisory Committee, can submit a resolution for the Environmental Commission. R. Suydam
moved passage of a resolution to this effect, which was passed. T. Kenyon will consult with the
township clerk about scheduling as many EC meetings as possible in the Council chamber, and
investigate whether a hybrid meeting, i.e. also on Webex, is possible.

The meeting was opened to the public. David Desrochers, who was recommended for
Commission membership by P. Walitsky, spoke about his eight years’ service on the Cranford
Environmental Commission. Lawrence Powell, 23 Renfro Rd, spoke. He has just been appointed
to an environmental committee of the NAACP, and wanted to know what is going on in Franklin
Township. W. Andrews noted that ANJEC is sponsoring a webinar on environmental justice.

Tina Weishaus, of Divest New Jersey and Sustainable Highland Park, spoke, saying she was
present to answer questions about the resolution calling on the state pension fund to divest from
fossil fuel companies (sell off any stock holdings, over a four year period), prepared by Divest New
Jersey and made Franklin-specific and submitted by S. Jaracz. R. Suydam suggested that retaining
stock in these companies could be used to pressure them to shift to renewable energy projects.
Ms. Weishaus responded that divestment can be partial and can be done in different ways. P.
Walitsky noted that ,as a result of a shareholder campaign led by Engine One, Exxon now has three
environmental activists on their 12-member board. A. Schmidt asked about battery storage’s
contribution to combatting climate change. Ms. Weinhaus explained that it makes better use of
solar and wind power by storing electricity for use when those systems are not producing elec-
tricity. Energy storage would be a better term than battery storage. (A. Schmidt had wondered
whether the latter term meant storage of batteries!)

After completion of the public session P. Walitsky reported that all currently listed
applications to the Planning and Zoning Boards had been commented on by the EC, and the
comments were posted with the applications.

M. Santiago presented the report of the Education subcommittee, concerning preparing the
township for the plastic bag ban. Not all members had read the report, so discussion was
postponed until the August 2 meeting. R. Suydam reported that the EC should be able to use Clean
Communities money to print flyers about reusable bags, as well as buying the bags. M. Santiago
will pass on information about bags to Carl Hauck as Clean Communities coordinator. R. Suydam



reported contacting local clergy, who expressed considerable interest in informing their
congregations about the plastic bag ban and reusable bags.

A. Schmidt expressed an opinion that it is premature to publish an article in the Franklin
Times about the Adopt-a-Drain program when we do not know how to upload information about
storm drains to Adopt-a-Drain and formally enroll in that program. We need to know what
software is needed. Tara Kenyon will contact Carl Hauck and Adopt-a-Drain about this.

W. Andrews asked T. Kenyon to explain what she will do for the EC as sustainability
coordinator. She described a number of things she will do, in particular contacting township staff
(see preceding item).

R. Suydam asked whether the new stormwater ordinance has been adopted by Council and
approved by Somerset County Planning. T. Kenyon will look into this. She will also investigate
getting Sustainable Jersey credit for the EC’s proposed checklist for plan review (internal, for the
EC).

R. Suydam reported that she has provided research on shade tree ordinances and best
practices to the Shade Tree Committee, in support of revision of the township’s Shade Tree
ordinance.

T. Kenyon reported on the final report from Rutgers Water Resources on green infra-
structure projects. The report has more detailed analysis of 17 possible projects. The EC should
review these (she will send a link to the report) and suggest four or five projects to undertake
initially, perhaps one on township property, one at a school, one at another site such as a fire
house. Some projects would be very expensive, some not.

T. Chase had no update on a No Idling ordinance.

Franklin Day will be celebrated on Sept. 18, much scaled down, at the municipal complex.
P. Walitsky reported that Philips Electric will be leaving the township, hence no more LED give-
away program, though he will try to get any they have left.

S.Jaracz reported that the Rutgers Prep students have completed their clean-up of the
canal towpath north and south of DeMott Lane, and sent him a few pictures. (The park has asked
for them to fill out liability waiver forms, but this is now beside the point.)

The meeting was opened again to the public. Lawrence Powell asked about the ware-
houses being constructed along Veronica Ave. R. Suydam answered that this was permitted by the
township Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance, though she is concerned about the proliferation of
warehouses (and truck traffic on Cortelyou and Skillman Lanes). The public session was then
closed.

Environmental Stewardship awards were briefly discussed. P. Walitsky will take over the
procurement of the plaques, previously handled by D. Pydeski.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 PM.



