
Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting 
Sept. 20, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 7:09 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read.  The roll 
was called.  Present were: M. Santiago, R. Suydam, A. Schmidt, W. Andrews, P. Walitsky, S. Jaracz, J. 
Johnson; sustainability coordinator T. Kenyon; and Council liaison T. Chase. 

Chair’s report: nothing unusual.  Franklin Day having been cancelled, when will the EC give 
away reusable bags and flyers about the plastic bag ban?  R. Suydam will be attending a Franklin 
Chamber of Commerce gathering (Octoberfest) on Oct. 7 (Thursday), can distribute flyers there (if 
they have been printed.  EC members are encouraged to attend (at the Stateside Tavern, Pierce St.)  
Also to be contacted: Franklin Township library, school organizations, Somerset Ministerium. 

J. Johnson reported on a Consumer Reports article on plastics.  She moved to send it to Bob 
McQueen for posting on township social media.  This was passed.  R. Suydam reported on Sen. Bob 
Smith’s bill to require manufacturers of plastic items to use recycled plastic in new products.  This 
should create a market for plastics collected for recycling. 

M. Santiago reported for the education subcommittee.  They sent electronic flyers to the 
library, parent coordinators for the schools, etc.  She will contact Mary Clark of the school system 
about contacting school environmental clubs. 

Minutes of the Aug. 30 meeting: P. Walitsky corrected – he did not send letters to the 
occupants of the other two new warehouses on Randolph Rd, he visited one.  With that correction 
the minutes were approved, S. Jaracz abstaining because he missed most of that meeting. 

The meeting was opened to the public.  Eusebio “EZ” Pires spoke up (he is a new resident 
who has applied to join the EC): why not also post the Consumer Reports article on the EC web 
page?  R. Suydam moved to do this, A. Schmidt seconded; the motion was approved.  In response 
to a question, Dr. Pires said he had public service in his native India, though not in Virginia where 
he most recently resided.  The meeting was then closed to the public. 

E-mails received: John Dugan, bicycle and pedestrian safety manager for Ridewise, wrote 
suggesting collaboration.  P. Walitsky mentioned the need for a flashing pedestrian light at the 
intersection of Weston Canal Rd and Weston Causeway.  T. Kenyon recommended he contact 
Ridewise through their web site.  Bob Vornlocker forwarded an e-mail from Sandra Grundfest 
about trucks idling at the 7-11 at the intersection of Hamilton & Veronica Aves; A. Schmidt will 
send her information about contacting the county health department, who are the prime enforcers 
of anti-idling regulations.  R. Suydam reported on vehicles idling due to an accident at Veronica 
Ave. & Rte 27, which stopped traffic in all four directions at this intersection. 

Plans review: P. Walitsky brought up the proposal from Orion IV Elizabeth Logistics Center, 
proposing a warehouse next to and behind the ShopRite on Elizabeth Ave.  It would be 129,000 sq. 
ft., with 130 parking places.  The site is completely wooded, construction will require removing 
many trees, the application does not say how many.  The new state requirement for electric 
vehicle charging stations at commercial establishment can be cited; it does include a requirement 
for additional wiring for adding future charging stations.  A. Schmidt has informed the Shade Tree 
Commission about this proposal, suggesting that they comment because of the extensive removal 
of trees involved.  P. Walitsky is recommending installing a ‘green roof’.  He mentioned a company 
now located just off Davidson Ave. which installs green roofs; however, they are about to relocate 
to Bridgewater. 



T. Kenyon reported on review of this proposal following the draft environmental checklist.  
Among other comments, she suggested rainwater collection and plantings for pollinators. She 
recommended that the checklist be an Excel document, with a column for the comment Not 
Applicable.  R. Suydam suggested establishing a procedure for assigning applications for review. 

New business: Model electric vehicle ordinance (which the state passed and required that it 
be incorporated into municipal ordinances): T. Chase will follow up on its incorporation into 
municipal ordinance.  S. Jaracz will comment on how it can be improved based on his knowledge 
of electric vehicles. 

Environmental Stewardship awards: the executive session should be at the end of the 
regular meeting, so that the public can sign off. 

Franklin Day canceled: the EC will look for other opportunities to distribute reusable bags 
and informational flyers.  T. Kenyon reported that the bags did arrive. 

Recent business: NJ Climate Resilience Planning law (S2607): T. Kenyon reported that the 
New Jersey chapter of the American Planning Association is preparing a commentary on this.  
Adoption of this is required when the Land Use element is updated, every two years – for our 
Master Plan in 2026.  J. Johnson suggested using the soil mapping to inform this element 
(concerning ability of soils to infiltrate rainfall). 

The resolution asking the state pension plans to divest from fossil fuel companies was 
passed by Council. 

Rutgers prep clean-up along the canal: Malik of TapInto Franklin is working on a story 
about this.  Did Rutgers Prep suffer any flooding during Hurricane Ida? 

Green Infrastructure Strategic Plan: the township should look into using infrastructure 
money from the federal government to carry out some of these projects. 

Adopt-a-Drain program: T. Kenyon reported on this.  Hamline University administers this, 
charging a one-time fee ($2000-$5000) to set up the web page for a municipality, plus an annual 
fee of 7¢ per township resident (approx. $4760 for our 68,000 people).  They send information 
and welcome to anyone volunteering for the program.  She has discussed this with the township 
manager; it will be on the Public Works Committee agenda next month.  She also spoke about it 
with Carl Hauck, who was very favorable, as it could save Public Works considerable work. 

Old Business: Storm water basin retrofits: T. Chase reported that residents of the Glen Eyre 
subdivision off Treptow Rd have complained about the basin there, believing that it may have 
caused their flooded basements. 

Stream corridor clean-up 2022: should it be of Cedar Grove Brook next to the Imperia 
(Easton Ave.), or Mile Run?  Heather Fenyk of Lower Raritan Watershed Alliance favors Mile Run, 
as New Brunswick EC can also participate.  Nevertheless, we should talk to the owner of the 
Imperia and the nearby hotel.  S. Jaracz will prepare a letter about the need for a clean-up at Cedar 
Grove Brook, and T. Kenyon will transmit it to the owner on behalf of the township. 

Second opening of the meeting to the public: no public remained present. 

Executive session on Environmental Stewardship awards: motion to go into executive 
session was approved.  P. Walitsky reviewed nominations that have been made.  R. Suydam and A. 
Schmidt having left the meeting, the EC will not finalize nominations at this time.  It must be done 
at the next meeting, Oct. 4. 

The Commission moved to come out of executive session and to adjourn at 9:10 PM. 


