
                Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission Virtual  Meeting 

                                                                      October 4, 2021 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Walter Andrews at 7:04 pm. and the Sunshine Law notice 
was read. 

The Roll was called. Present were W. Andrews, P. Walitsky, M. Santiago, S. Jaracz, J. Johnson, Robin 
Suydam, Council Liaison, Ted Chase, Sustainability Coordinator T. Kenyon. Absent: A. Schmidt 

Chair Report: Chair Walter Andrews proposed some new ideas for the Commission to consider. Does 
the Township have a map of rain gardens installed? Consensus is not likely. Such a map could be an 
interesting project. Tara Kenyon was tasked with asking the Township Management if such a map is 
available. 

Mark Healy is working on the Ordinance for implanting Idling Regulations. A. Schmidt had suggested 
to enlarge this beyond warehousing, and the Commission endorsed this.  W. Andrews’ letter to Council 
about this has been received. This could have a larger scope (convenience store pickups etc.). Idling cars 
are also targets for car thieves. 

Minutes of the Meeting September 20, 2021 were approved. 

Motion to open meeting to the public. Motion passed. Only public was Bill Bowman- Editor Franklin 
Reporter and Advocate. Having no comment, the public section was closed. 

Social Media and Website. No emails of substance (some spam). Article on Plastic Bag ban was posted. 
S. Jaracz suggested that article on the idling ban be posted. There is a flyer available from NJDEP 
Bureau of Mobile Sources entitled “Stop Soot”. T. Kenyon will work on getting this be posted on our 
website. (https://www.stopthesoot.org) 

Review of Plans.  No new plans proposed, al plans at Planning Board or Zoning Board have been 
reviewed previously. 

Environmental Justice. Governor Murphy has signed a law to consider Environmental Justice when 
permitting is involved. T. Chase stated that this only involves State Permits. P. Walitsky commented 
that there may be some sites in Franklin that could fall under this program. 

Recent Business. Plans are progressing from Township to move ahead with implementing the Plastic 
Bag Ban program. R. Suydam has 200 of the township reusable bags, some of which will be distributed 
at a Chamber of Commerce meeting on October 7th. The meeting will be at the Stateside Tap on Pierce 
St. EC members are encouraged to attend. 

NJ Climate Resilience. This program will be reviewed when the Township Master Plan is updated. 

https://www.stopthesoot.org/


Nj State EV Charging Station Regulation is now in effect. S. Jaracz attended NJDEP workshop. The 
regulation requires EV Chargers equal to 5% of parking spaces with 5% more added each of the 2 
following 3- year intervals.  Discussion centered on whether this was a 3 yr. interval on 5 yr. This 
regulation is now in force. Local authorities cannot change timeline but amendments are possible. T. 
Kenyon pointed out that these regulations may not coincide with LEED requirements which for earning 
points, have a stricter guideline. S. Jaracz stated that charging stations may be networked. He 
suggested that the cost to use EV stations should be per kWhr rather than time. Some EVs take longer 
to charge thus they are penalized if charging is on a time basis. 

Green Infrastructure. T. Kenyon reported that there has been no agreement on what project should be 
targeted. 

Plastic ban. M. Santiago reported that the Franklin Library will distribute brochures. Similarly, the BOE 
(The District Parent Coordinator) will contact Maria to provide the contact information for the Advisors 
of the Environmental Clubs at the Middle and High Schools. The BOE has already received the digital 
flyers of the plastic bags ban. The Environmental Commission is working to educate shoppers. 

Adopt- a- Storm- Drain Project. T. Kenyon reported enthusiastic response from Public Works 
Committee. We will need Council agreement to implement and allocate funds for initial setup.  The 
next step will be to introduce the plan to various volunteer groups through the Township. (We will 
need a list of potential groups.) 

Sustainable Jersey:  Nothing new to report. 

Stream Cleanup 2022.Will consider later. T. Chase suggested listing of possible groups to work with as 
this gets nearer to consideration. 

Sustainable Landscaping R. Suydam suggests that winter time may be appropriate to approach 
landscapers. S. Jaracz suggested that Princeton may be a good model. 

Urban Heat Islands. R. Suydam comments that EC should have a discussion on this topic. Somerset 
County is looking at this subject.  This involves health issues. W. Andrews suggests that this ties in to 
Environmental Justice as well. 

Motion to open meeting to public approved. Public has left meeting.  Motion to close to public 
approved. 

Meeting closed at 8:25 pm 

 

 


