Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting
Nov. 1, 2021

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read. The roll
was called. Present were: W. Andrews, S. Jaracz, E. Pires, M. Santiago, A. Schmidt, and P. Walitsky;
and Council liaison T. Chase and sustainability coordinator T. Kenyon. ]. Johnson was excused (out
of state) and R. Suydam joined later.

Chair’s report: he cited the high rate of rainfall during Hurricane Ida, which, flowing down
from the Watchung Mountain, washed SUVs off Route 22, drowning the occupants. A. Schmidt
reported on the death of a man washed into a culvert: there was no protective grid on the culvert.

The minutes of Oct. 18 and the corrections made at that meeting and after to the Oct. 4
minutes were approved.

The meeting was opened to the public. Bill Bowman, Franklin Reporter, calling in by
phone, reported being unable to log in. T. Kenyon sent the latest link, which worked for attending.
The meeting was then closed to the public.

Plans review: focused on a three story, 38,000 sq. ft. self-storage warehouse proposed for
the Fama Nursery site on Rte. 27, which is zoned residential (flanked by the Hempstead Garden
apartments and Kingsberry Acres condominiums). Whether the new state law requiring charging
stations for electric vehicles applies is not known, as it depends on whether the application was
filed before the law took effect; but in any case the EC recommends them (although visitors to
such a facility typically do not stay long). The application proposes planting 290 trees (after
removing 79 current trees) and submits a full management manual for its stormwater manage-
ment facility. The EC recommends solar cells on the roof, which could contribute to a community
solar project. Drainage was discussed (where would stormwater ultimately drain to? Probably
into drains from the flanking developments.) There were also several minor Zoning Board
applications with no environmental aspects.

New business: T. Kenyon wants to take over preparing the agenda for meetings, following a
template she already uses for Open Space and Agriculture committees, and showing only items to
be discussed at the meeting. She could then send this agenda along with the Webex link for the
meeting. She showed the agenda format. The EC approved this change in procedure.

R. Suydam joined the meeting at this time.

At this point Nandini Checko of ANJEC was added to the panel to talk about the Nov. 4 web-
inar on implementation of the plastic bag/plastic straw ban. In answer to a question, she stated
that in the state law there is no transition period during which supermarkets could provide paper
bags for a fee (as had been proposed in the EC’s proposed local ordinance); both paper and plastic
bags will be banned at stores greater than 2500 sq. ft. on May 4, 2022. Publicity about the ban and
consequent need for reusable bags is needed; stores are not yet publicizing this change. ANJEC
has downloadable flyers. Recycling of plastic wrappers for newspapers (still allowed) and use of
paper bags for junk mail were discussed. Residents with county-provided containers for dual
stream recycling can just throw junk mail into the container for paper & cardboard. Could pick-up
from these new larger containers be once a month, rather than every two weeks? It seems that
some but not all could live with this reduced frequency of pick-up. UPS stores will take back
cardboard shipping containers, plastic bubblewrap and Styrofoam ‘peanuts”. Rigid Styrofoam is
accepted only by FoamPac, Springfield, NJ.

R. Suydam asked whether ANJEC has a program supporting open space in built-up areas to
diminish the heat island effect.



Ms. Checko also spoke about the Lower Raritan Watershed Partnership’s concerns about
needing separate stormwater and sanitary sewer systems. Does Franklin have separate systems?
T. Chase will inquire. She also stated that MS-4, the state’s permitting system for municipal storm-
water management, requires annually submitting 12 points of public education, in five categories.
The Adopt-a-drain program can count toward this. Municipalities should have a dedicated web
page on stormwater management, as party of a broad public awareness effort. R. Suydam noted
that Franklin will soon have a re-created web site; all pages must fit the new page template.

LRWP would like Franklin to join in another joint clean-up of Mile Run. This was agreed to.

When was our stormwater management plan last updated? It should be updated and
posted on the web site.

T. Kenyon reported on her research on urban heat islands (notes were sent to EC mem-
bers). Two categories of tactics for dealing with the heat island effect are mitigation and manage-
ment. Stormwater from heat islands warms streams it flows into. Large buildings such as ware-
houses can be cooled by applying a reflective coating to the roof. We can do Sustainable Jersey
actions applying to heat islands, such as identifying vulnerable residents for help during heat
emergencies. For this we can work with the township emergency management officer and the
county’s Office of Emergency Management. What programs does Franklin Township already
have? How can we get information about the vulnerable? M. Santiago prepared and sent to other
members of the Commission a list of resources on this topic. The EPA has a document Mapping
the Vulnerability of Human Health in the U.S. T. Kenyon will look into what information and
programs along these lines the township already has. T. Chase will contact the mayor to request
his support.

Older business: Environmental Justice in permitting for new industrial facilities: this
applies to state (DEP) permits.

Electric vehicle charging station ordinance: this has been approved by the Land Use Com-
mittee of Council. The requirement for charging stations will be in the Land Use ordinance, the
reservation of parking spaces for charging use will be in the traffic ordinance, the fees for charging
(to be determined) in the Fees section of the township ordinances.

MS-4 requirements: see earlier discussion. This must be updated annually.
Green infrastructure: projects are yet to be chosen.

Adopt-a-drain program: T. Kenyon has gathered appropriate documents, including from
Hamline University which administers it. Council approval is needed.

Rain garden map: T. Kenyon has a meeting scheduled with Public Works to find out what is
known about rain gardens in the township.

Stormwater basin retrofitting: T. Chase reported on problems (flooded basements) possi-
bly connected with the basin off Treptow Rd. Have problems occurred only since the retrofitting?

Sustainable Jersey: work on recertification must begin no later than January.

Environmental Stewardship awards: a purchase order has been issued, creation of the
plaques is under way. We will have to make arrangements for recipients to participate virtually in
the Nov. 23 award ceremony at the Council meeting.

Stream clean-up: S. Jaracz showed pictures of trash along Mile Run, including a discarded
automobile (on the New Brunswick side).

Plans for review again became available only a couple of days before the EC meeting, so
they were not reviewed using the new check-list.



The No Idling ordinance has not yet made its way to the Land Use Committee (if that is
where it will be reviewed for Council).

Web site committee: no activity.

Public discussion was opened. Bill Bowman had no comments. The meeting was closed to
the public. The meeting was adjourned at 9:15PM.



