Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting
Aug. 16,2021

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read. The roll
was called. Present were: W. Andrews, S. Jaracz, A. Schmidt and R. Suydam; and Council liaison T.
Chase and sustainability coordinator T. Kenyon. M.Santiago joined initially by phone, shortly
thereafter by Webex. P. Walitsky was on vacation out of the area, and J. Johnson had informed the
chair that she could not attend this meeting.

W. Andrews brought up Council’s request that the EC recommend a member to take up the
EC seat on the Planning Board. A. Schmidt reported that he had been advised that the EC should
not act on this at this time.

The minutes of the August 2 meeting were approved. The unfinished statement by R.
Suydam, in the circulated version of the minutes, was removed, as she could not recollect what she
said at that moment. She expressed interest in having a sidewalk connecting the proposed library
branch to Claremont Ave. T. Chase said he would bring this up at the Planning Board hearing.

Since J. Johnson was not present, there was no discussion of e-mail/web site/social media.

P. Walitsky e-mailed his comments on plans of proposed developments. The Voorhees
townhouse development will have a garage for each unit, therefore he suggests installation of a
220 volt outlet in each garage for charging electric vehicles. S.]Jaracz specified more exactly what
the installation should be.

Other applications: the library branch application is to be heard Aug. 18. A self storage
facility is proposed at 471 Elizabeth Ave. (near the New Brunswick Rd. intersection; currently a
landscaping business and a single family house). Pervious pavement for the parking area was
suggested. T. Kenyon commented that this application seems to have done a good deal to meet the
requirements for green infrastructure in the new stormwater management ordinance. They
propose three bioretention basins, and grass pavers for a fire lane along one side of the building.
T. Chase commented that fire prevention officer John Hauss is likely to object to these as insuffi-
cient to bear the weight of a fire truck. If they cannot be used, other stormwater management
techniques will have to be used. Hauss may also object to the small space between the east side of
the building and the large bioretention basin. The lighting of the structure should not escape the
property (part of Somerset Run is next to it). Considerable vegetation is proposed along that
boundary which should shield Somerset Run from reflected light. The wall lights are well
shielded, but the area lights seem very shallow, could spread light widely; more shielding is
suggested. The plans propose planting 79 trees, including 40 conifers, against a requirement for
70. The plan lists the number in each category, but not the species.

Another application, to be heard Oct. 1, is for five single family homes off Belmar St. T.
Kenyon will work with P. Walitsky on the next review. The commission should review and
comment on the proposed checklist, for discussion at a future meeting (R. Suydam, who compiled
the checklist, will not be present at the Aug. 30 meeting.

A. Schmidt reported on testimony at the latest Board of Zoning Adjustment hearing on the
Dada Bhagwan Institute application. Michael Kauker of Amy Greene Environmental testified
about the effects of the proposed temple on the scenic corridor. The Board will discuss the
application at its Sept. 2 meeting.

T. Kenyon reported that the township has ordered 2500 cloth tote bags with the township
logo, to be handed out at Franklin Day and other community events. R. Suydam stressed that the



ANJEC flyer illustrating info on the plastic bag ban law should be printed out and stuffed into each
bag. Clean Communities money can be used for the printing cost. Franklin Day will be Sept. 18,
12-5, at the municipal complex. W. Andrews will request space for the EC in the municipal tent,
and follow up on the printing of the fliers.

Resilience planning in the Master Plan, as required by a new state law: T. Chase and T.
Kenyon reported on when it will be required, though we could do this earlier. The New Jersey
chapter of the American Planning Association is planning a webinar on this topic. Internet access
is an important element.

Council has not yet discussed the resolution asking that the state pension funds divest from
fossil fuel companies. T. Chase will ask for this to be discussed at the next Council meeting.

S.Jaracz read his proposed article on the Rutgers Prep students’ cleanup of the D&R Canal
towpath. It was moved, seconded and passed to approve this text, with minor corrections. It will
be published in the Franklin Reporter.

Green infrastructure: Public Works doubts that a detention basin at their building on
Churchill Ave. will work. T. Kenyon has discussed projects with Bob Vornlocker. T. Chase pointed
out that Federal infrastructure money (from the American Recovery Act) could be used for larger
projects.

M. Santiago updated the Education Committee report. Mary Clark of the school system
would prefer to distribute EC material to students digitally rather than on paper. Material should
be directed to middle school students as well as high school students.

Storm drain adoption program: T. Kenyon contacted Lois Krause of Adopt-a-Drain about
uploading drain data. Adopt-a-Drain has arranged with Hamline University to upload and
maintain drain data for a payment of $2000 per town. The hard part is getting reports in. Adopt-
a-Drain sends an automatic welcome letter to individuals registering for the program, with
directions for reporting. A. Schmidt reported that material cleared from drain inlets qualifies as
‘street sweepings’ and may be placed in domestic garbage (though clean recyclables should be
recycled). We could use Clean Communities money for the payment to Hamline, or apply for a
Sustainable Jersey grant.

A. Schmidt brought up the reduction by Republic garbage collection from two pick-ups per
week to one. T. Chase reported on the staffing pressures behind this change, as explained by
Mayor Kramer at the last Council meeting. A. Schmidt expressed outrage; he has heard that some
people in Franklin are paying as much as $400 per quarter for Republic service, whereas he pays
$65 per quarter. If these reports are true, this could be looked into by Councilwoman Pruitt, since
she now works for the BPU, which has oversight over garbage companies.

R. Suydam would like future discussion (in September) of tree planting and preservation
on vacant lots in the northeastern part of town, to reduce the heat island effect and fix carbon.

A. Schmidt brought up that almost everything discussed, except the two items immediately
preceding, was not truly new business, but rather what T. Chase has called recent business. W.
Andrews will prepare the next agenda along these lines.

W. Andrews reviewed the list of old business. S.]Jaracz reported on garbage along Cedar
Grove Brook in the vicinity of the Imperia, as a candidate for next spring’s stream clean-up. This is
private property, arrangements would have to be made with the property owners.



A. Schmidt read to the Commission his proposed letter to Mayor and Council about No
Idling signs. (Bob Vornlocker is having such signs installed at all township parks.) He moved
approval of this letter. S.]Jaracz considered the observations about possible theft of vehicles left
idling to be a distraction. He mentioned that Tesla vehicles not only can run the air conditioning
while parked to keep pets in the car cool, but show a display telling passersby that it is doing so,
the owner is protecting the pets. The letter was approved for sending.

R. Suydam brought up the problem of vehicles idling at traffic lights, particularly at
Veronica Ave. and Rte 27, where plans for the proposed Dunkin’ Donuts admitted that wait time at
peak traffic times averaged 7 minutes. A. Schmidt pointed out that idling in traffic was not
covered by the No Idling law.

S. Jaracz brought up sustainable landscaping (use of electric leaf blowers etc.). Sustainable
Princeton is hosting a workshop on this.

W. Andrews reminded everyone to go on the EC web page and test it out. R. Suydam added
that the EC should post materials regularly on the page, such as the letters described above.

The joint EC-Shade Tree Commission has no business before it at present.

[t was moved to open the meeting to the public. The public (press) had no comment. The
meeting was closed to the public.

The person proposed by P. Walitsky as a new EC member has the materials needed top
apply. His citizen leadership form has not come through to Council as yet.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:16 PM.



