
Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting 
 Nov. 15, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read. The roll 
was called.  Present were:  W. Andrews, S. Jaracz, EZ Pires, M. Santiago, A. Schmidt, and P. 
Walitsky; and sustainability coordinator T. Kenyon and Council liaison T. Chase.  J. Johnson joined 
at 8:15 PM.  Absent: R. Suydam. 

Chair’s report: the governor sent out an addendum to the Environmental Justice law, desir-
ing more community involvement.  Franklin has little in the way of environmental justice situa-
tions, but could help other communities.  Franklin is in good accord with the Glasgow Climate 
meeting. 

The minutes of the Nov. 1 meeting were approved as submitted. 

The meeting was opened to the public.  Bill Bowman (Franklin Reporter) is attending the 
meeting, though feeling under the weather; and Virginia Rockey, Watershed Ambassador for the 
Lower Raritan watershed (wsamb@raritanbasin.org), introduced herself.  The public portion was 
then closed. 

Correspondence (web site, e-mail, social media): J. Johnson not being present, there was no 
report at this time. 

Site plan applications:  A. Schmidt has written an article on the proposal for 200 apart-
ments at the K-Mart site (Cosmopolitan at Somerset Town Center), which he has submitted to 
Franklin Reporter; it has not yet been published.  P. Walitsky reported on the site plan.  Does it fall 
under the new law for electric vehicle charging stations?  He suggested that they put solar cells on 
the roof, and apply for a state grant to give some of this electricity to low income tenants.  (The 
proposal includes 20% affordable apartments.)  The application proposes to plant ten times as 
many trees as the 29 (+ one dead tree) to be removed for construction.  Variances being applied 
for include C-1, C-2, D-1 (use variance), D-4 (increase in floor area ratio), D-5 (height: proposed 4 
stories, 47 feet high.) 

T. Kenyon reported on the proposal using the Green Development Checklist.  To what ex-
tent will existing businesses in the building to the east remain?  A. Schmidt pointed out that ≈15 
years ago there was an automobile service business on this site; have they investigated possible 
contamination of the ground?  Eight electric vehicle charging stations are proposed; this does not 
meet the requirements of the new law and ordinance, which would require 19 immediately, plus 
wiring for future stations, 19 more in three years, 19 more in six years.  Porous pavement is 
needed, especially around the swimming pool.  A ‘cool roof’ (reflective coating on the roof) would 
be good, would reduce cooling needs.  A green roof could grow vegetables for tenants.  Storm 
water management: they are not increasing impervious surface, need not increase treatment.  
Trees are shown very close to the building, where they would obstruct the view from windows; 
shrubs would be better.  A planted island in front of the building could hold a rain garden. 

This is scheduled for a Zoning Board hearing on Jan. 6; there is time for more comments.  
T.Kenyon and P. Walitsky will pull together all comments for submission to the Zoning Board.  W. 
Andrews reported that there also at some time was a garden supply business on this site. A. 
Schmidt raised concern about motor oil, and other automobile fluids that may be at the site of the 
Kmart automobile service shop. 
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J. Johnson, joining the meeting, reported on an e-mail from Gina Viasus, Community 
Outreach Coordinator, Solar Landscape, asking to meet with the EC.  Should the EC listen to her?  J. 
Johnson will reply by e-mail. 

New business: heat island effect: T. Kenyon has no new information, is working on what is 
known about populations vulnerable to extreme heat.  She reported on the Infrastructure and Jobs 
Act (HR 3684).  It has funding for climate change impact, including trail planning.  It was moved 
and approved that at its next meeting the EC have a brainstorming session on projects which 
might be funded under this act. 

Rain gardens: the township’s GIS specialist reports that the township only has data on rain 
gardens on public property.  This should be checked again in a few months, as new stormwater 
management requirements come into effect. 

Schedule for 2022: we don’t know whether meetings in 2022 will be in person or virtual 
(by Webex). When to meet in January was discussed: Jan. 3 might conflict with or be before 
Council’s reorganization meeting [which is now scheduled for that date], many members have 
conflicts on Jan. 10, Jan. 17 is Martin Luther King Day and the municipal building will be closed.  
Jan. 24 seems to be the best solution; there would still be two weeks before the first meeting in 
February.  As in 2021, the schedule includes a meeting on the 5th Monday in August, in lieu of a 
meeting on Labor Day.  The calendar, prepared by T. Kenyon, was moved and approved, with 
substitution of Jan. 24 for Jan. 10 as the January meeting. 

Old business: nothing new on Adopt-a-Drain.  Paperwork from Hamline University, which 
administers the program, has been received and submitted for Council approval. 

The model electric vehicle ordinance has been passed.  ChargePoint says they can program 
stations to charge by kilowatt. 

Environmental Stewardship awards: T. Chase will contact Bob Vornlocker about presenting 
the awards via Webex.  P. Walitsky has the plaques.  W. Andrews will prepare an official letter of 
award.  The e-mail address for Dr. Rinaldi at the Center School is rrinaldi@center.school [he con-
firmed that school is the correct domain]. 

The meeting was opened to the public.  Virginia Rockey knows someone who knows a lot 
about rain gardens. 

S. Jaracz reported an e-mail he received from Olivia Spaldooren, new river-friendly coordi-
nator at The Watershed Institute, with dates suggested for stream clean-up.  We have Lower 
Raritan Watershed Partnership, New Brunswick Environmental Commission, and others signed up 
to participate in cleaning up Mile Run on April 9.  He moved that the EC formally adopt April 9, 
2022 as our stream clean-up date.  This was passed. 

T. Kenyon spoke to Cereza Morales, Zoning Officer, about procedures for requiring cleaning 
up streams on private property (e.g. Cedar Grove Brook at the Imperia and nearby hotel).  This is 
done by the county Health Dept., who can go on private property to inspect.  The EC can submit 
information to the Zoning Officer, who can notify the county Health Dept. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 PM. 
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