
Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting, 
Dec. 6, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at ,7:02 PM and the Sunshine Law Notice read.  The roll 
was called.  Present were: W. Andrews, S. Jaracz, J. Johnson, M. Santiago, A. Schmidt, and P. 
Walitsky; and Council liaison T. Chase and sustainability coordinator T. Kenyon.  E. Pires joined at 
7:33 PM.  Absent: R. Suydam. 

Chair’s report: he sent an e-mail to the Franklin Women’s Club, asking to speak about the 
plastic bag ban and hand out township reusable bags.  No response as yet.  He noted a video 
showing visually the effects of sea level rise on the Statue of Liberty.  He does not wish to continue 
as chair in 2022, citing increased caregiver responsibilities; but he will remain a member. 

The meeting was opened to the public.  No general public was present (Jessica Ralfuss, 
adviser to the Franklin High School Environmental Club, was on to be a panelist later.) 

E-mail/web site/social media: one email, with lots of material, was received from Gina 
Viasus of Solar Landscape (see 11/15 minutes).  J. Johnson will forward it to all members, since 
there are attachments, etc. 

A. Schmidt discussed chairs of several township committees as being made by the 
committee without reference to the mayor (by ordinance, the EC Chair is appointed by the mayor).  
Discussion ensued. 

M. Santiago reported for the Education subcommittee.  She was given contact information 
for the Franklin High School club adviser and the relevant coordinator for the Middle Schools.  She 
received an e-mail from Jessica Raifuss, High School club adviser, proposing High School Environ-
mental Club involvement in the plastic bag campaign. 

Ms. Raifuss then reported on the club’s campaign, presently in the awareness phase, to be 
followed later by active participation in bag distribution.  They propose to have a garden in the 
spring.  S. Jaracz asked whether the club is involved in the school’s Sustainable Jersey certification 
effort.  W. Andrews suggested continued contact and joint projects. 

A. Schmidt asked whether the club would like to have a student non-voting member on the 
EC (as on the Advisory Board of Health).  Ms. Raifuss expressed interest.  The club has 15 active 
members, many more are interested, likely to participate in projects.  At this point she had to leave 
for another meeting. 

A. Schmidt proposed a recommendation for Council that a student non-voting member be 
added to the EC, to be nominated by the High School Environmental Club.  S. Jaracz asked about 
Rutgers Prep students having a member.  He moved to amend the motion to allow for a student 
from any township secondary school.  A. Schmidt pointed out that the student should be a town-
ship resident (not all Rutgers Prep students are) and amended his motion to make the position 
available to a township resident student from any township secondary school.  S. Jaracz’s amend-
ment was passed, then A. Schmidt’s motion as amended.  T. Kenyon will prepare a memo to 
Council. 

Site plan application: Cosmopolitan at Somerset.  A. Schmidt read the e-mail he sent earlier 
today to the EC.  He moved that the EC recommendation to the Zoning Board expand on the past 
automobile service station use on this site (not mentioned in the application), asking that the 
Zoning Board insist on an investigation into possible contamination on the site, which could be 
hazardous to the health of residents.  P. Walitsky reported that he called the Dept. of Environ-
mental Protection about the site.  They reported that an oil tank on the site was removed in 2000.  



A. Schmidt remembered that there was an above-ground tank on the site for receipt of used motor 
oil, etc.  His motion was passed. 

A. Schmidt expressed concern that inclusion in the EC’s recommendation form of positive 
aspects could sound like an endorsement.  These are statements from the applicant; the EC should 
comment only on the environmental aspects.  However, these non-environmental statements are 
summaries of the application; the Green Checklist is not submitted to the Board. 

The report should indicate that strict application of the new ordinance mandating charging 
stations for electric vehicles would require 59 stations; the applicant proposes 12. 

P. Walitsky and T. Kenyon will work together on comments to be submitted to the Zoning 
Board.  T. Kenyon reported on a Sustainable Jersey virtual workshop on electric vehicle-ready 
communities.  They put together metrics for towns to self-assess how much the town has adopted.  
Sustainable Jersey and the Great Plains Institute proposed a priority list of actions to take.  Frank-
lin is one of five or six communities involved – others include Hillsborough and Montgomery; we 
could collaborate. 

T. Chase noted 1) the need for charging stations in townhouse/condo developments, where 
residents do not have garages from which to charge, 2) the BPU’s offering of grants to tourist spots 
(including hotels) for installing charging stations.  Unfortunately the deadline for the latter was 
today.  He had reported this opportunity to Vince Dominach, to inform the township hotels. 

S. Jaracz suggested charging stations attached to utility poles – very convenient, no 
trenching needed.  P.S.E. & G. could run these and make money selling the electricity.  They have 
these in England. 

T. Kenyon reported on a webinar on the Community Energy Plan grants.  Franklin is among 
the ‘overburdened’ communities eligible for $25,000 grants.  Energy aggregation was mentioned, 
but is not the main thrust of the planning.  The money is mainly for hiring a consultant to prepare 
the plan.  Federal infrastructure money will eventually be available for implementation.  There are 
final report requirements.  Sustainable Jersey has a lot of relevant information available.  The 
application form is 9-10 pages long. 

S. Jaracz reported that Princeton is considering joining the Essex County six-town alliance 
for energy aggregation. 

We propose to spend time at the Jan. 24th meeting on envisioning projects for 2022.  
Members should send in ideas. 

Heat Island Effect and Mitigation strategies – T. Kenyon has an information source. 

Adopt-a-Drain program: the paperwork is still being reviewed. 

The Environmental Stewardship awards have been delivered. 

S. Jaracz brought up whether the EC is reporting litter along Cedar Grove Brook to the 
Zoning Officer, who would formally inspect.  We should.  T. Kenyon will take care of this. 

The Commission then went into executive session to discuss who should be recommended 
as the next chair to the commission.  T. Chase will transmit the recommendation to the mayor. 

The Commission came out of executive session at 8:57 PM, and adjourned. 


