Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting, January 24, 2022

The meeting was called to order at,7:05 PM and the Sunshine Law Notice read. The roll
was called. Present were: W. Andrews, T. Chase (by phone until 7:13), S. Jaracz, ]. Johnson, EZ
Pires, M. Santiago, A. Schmidt, R. Suydam, and P. Walitsky; and Tara Kenyon, Justin Cairns (Rutgers
student intern), and Council liaison Ed Potosnak (left 8:30).

Reorganization: P. Walitsky was appointed by the mayor as chair, as recommended by the
Commission at its Dec. 6 meeting in executive session. W. Andrews was chosen as vice chair, after
R. Suydam was considered ineligible because she is still an alternate (solutions to this problem
have been discussed, but she chose to remain as an alternate for the time being).

Chair P. Walitsky’s report: he made a statement thanking W. Andrews for his years of
service as chair of the EC, and thanking T. Chase for his service as Council liaison and welcoming
him back as member. He (P. Walitsky) has distributed all but 25 of the township reusable
shopping bags he had; R. Suydam has #50; more are at the municipal building. W. Andrews
expects to give out 40 at the Franklin Women'’s Club. These he can get at the municipal building.

P. Walitsky brought up the Community Energy Plan grants. This is on the agenda for
tonight (projects for 2022). Warshauer Electric is giving a seminar to electrical contractors on
how charging stations for electric vehicles work. He will attend as a guest.

W. Andrews noted legislative passage of a bill banning polystyrene ‘packing peanuts’.

Minutes of Dec. 20: A. Schmidt noted that the minutes do not mention the recommendation
of P. Walitsky to the mayor for appointment as chair. [This was actually discussed at the 12/6
meeting, in executive session.] With this amendment the minutes were approved.

The meeting was opened to the public. Eric Dutaud, of Canal Rd, Griggstown, spoke, He
asked about annual reports for 2019 and 2020. W. Andrews has not completed these. He asked
about the annual stream clean-up. Itis scheduled for April 9, to clean up Mile Run, jointly with the
New Brunswick Environmental Commission and the Lower Raritan Watershed Partnership. Bill
Bowman, Franklin Reporter, had no comments. The meeting was then closed to the public.

J. Johnson asked about any e-mail received, especially by T. Chase, from Gina Viasus,
Community Outreach Coordinator, Solar Landscape, asking to meet with the EC. T. Chase has no
memory of receiving an e-mail from her. The Commission agreed that it would like to hear from
Ms. Viasus.

W. Andrews reported on U.S. mail picked up from the Commission’s mail box at the muni-
cipal building. One letter was from Maureen Matson, applicant before the Zoning Board, asking for
the Commission’s approval. The application was for construction of a garage, without environ-
mental effects, so he did not bring it to the Commission. W. Andrews will pass on the key to P.
Walitsky.

Site plan applications for review: the application of JWH Real Estate Co. for a warehouse
expansion at 1100 Randolph Rd was reviewed at the 12/20 meeting. R. Suydam asked about
increased stormwater run-off due to the 100,000 sq. ft. roof of the proposed expansion, which is
clearly a major project under the law. There was much discussion of an overlay shown by T.
Kenyon on the site plan appearing to show extensive wetlands in the area, including the proposed
site of the expansion, but the plans show that actual wetlands are limited to a small part of the site
in its northwest corner. The applicant does propose pervious pavement for parking areas for light
vehicles, with underlay drainage. R. Suydam asked whether the existing drainage system has
capacity for the increased run-off. She noted also that trees proposed for planting are not native;



the EC’s comments should ask for native trees. They propose two charging stations for electric
vehicles, should have four. They should have solar cells on the roof of the building, and could
contribute some electricity to Community Solar. T. Kenyon suggested that they have a bike repair
station where they propose a bike rack, which would further encourage bicycling to the building.

Macedonia Church of God proposes tearing down their existing church on Fuller St. and
replacing it with a new one. They propose pervious pavement for their 38-car parking lot, with
underdrains; this is not a major development. R. Suydam suggested for a comment that if the
existing parking lot requires repair after construction of the new church, it should have pervious
pavement also. No charging stations are proposed, but two are required. S.Jaracz suggested that
residents of nearby apartment buildings could arrange with the church to use these stations.

A third application, just received, is for a warehouse replacing existing buildings on
Belmont Drive. This will be reviewed in detail at the next meeting.

The question of forming a subcommittee to review plans was discussed. T. Chase and EZ
Pires volunteered for the subcommittee, with T. Kenyon.

New business: Justin Cairns, intern from Rutgers, introduced himself. He will attend EC
meetings, and some meetings of other committees for which T. Kenyon is staff. He will work on
Sustainable Jersey recertification, green infrastructure and site plan review.

Goals and objectives for 2022: T. Kenyon reviewed proposed projects.

R. Suydam and S. Jaracz met with Frank Gaffney of the BPU about pole-mounted electric
charging stations, drawing power directly from the overhead power line, which are widely used in
Europe, but not so far in the U.S. They will find out who owns power poles in Franklin.

W. Andrews brought up preparing a map of rain gardens in the township (to the extent that
they are known).

The letter sent out by the township, with text mandated by the DEP, about the low pH
values of township water in March and April, was discussed, ]. Johnson exemplifying the very
concerned response of many township residents. The Commission asks Bob Vornlocker why the
letter was not accompanied by a township letter explaining the insignificance of the low pH values.
S.Jaracz read the DEP-mandated letter and, knowing the insignificance of the slight pH problem,
discarded it.

Possible use of Federal infrastructure money was discussed.

M. Santiago asked about the proposal for a (high school) student member of the
Commission. No action has been taken.

The Adopt-a-Drain program is still awaiting some permissions.

A. Schmidt asked about the proposed ordinance requiring installation of anti-idling signs at
warehouses, and possibly at convenience stores. The ordinance has not surfaced so far as T. Chase
knows. Counties typically enforce anti-idling law by visiting likely sites for truck idling early in the
morning when trucks are starting up.

The meeting was opened to the public. E. Dutaud asked about updating the list of farm
stands on the township web site; it is out of date. This would best be done in the summer, when
farm stands open. The meeting was then closed to the public.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:13 PM.



PROJECTS FOR 2022

DISCUSSION FOR JANUARY 247+ VISIONING MEETING

PROJECT STATUS SYNOPSIS Funding? TASKS AND PROJECTED TIMELINE
Adopt-A-Drain Current Hamline University in Minnesota $8,239.53 = Contract forms should be completed by early 2022; creating website
administers this program, which approved by can begin shortly after that and should be completed approximately 3
encourages residents to adopt a Public Works months later. Registration from residents can begin after that.
storm drain that they will keep clear | Committee of
of debris. This will significantly Township
reduce stormwater runoff, as well Council; final
as reduce potential flooding. approval needed
Participants report via a very simple
online form and will be recognized
annually.
Heat Island Management and | Current The Commission has shown an Unknown at this | Research has been completed on Heat Island Effect, Management and
Mitigation interest in researching the Heat time — a grant Mitigation; information on existing vulnerable populations in the
Island Effect across different through Township must be obtained through Police, EMS, Fire, Senior Center,
sections of the Township. Having Sustainable etc.; Potential mapping of vulnerable populations corresponding with
this information, along with the Jersey or other highest levels of impervious coverage and weather data could produce
corresponding locations of organization the map we are looking for; work with County (All Hazards Mitigation
vulnerable populations, will helpin | could provide Plan)
mitigating the impacts of extreme funding
heat events. Looking at the existing
tree canopies and measuring
temperature at designated points
will be important data to collect.
Green Infrastructure Current Through a grant of $20,000 $20,000 awarded | Proposed project in this funding parameter = rain garden or rain barrel
Feasibility Plan received in 2020 through (2020) - $17,500 | workshop (no cost for participants). Funding must be committed by end
Sustainable Jersey, Franklin to RU Water of 2022.
completed a series of documents Resources
collectively known as the Green Program for GIFP
Infrastructure Feasibility Plan. = $2,500 for
These documents analyze existing | implementing a
and projected impervious coverage | recommended
and stormwater runoff volume, and | project

offer green infrastructure
technigues and projects to mitigate




them.

Community Energy Plan Proposed | Community Energy Plans identify Grant available Grant application must be submitted to Sustainable Jersey (due ???); if
sustainable energy initiatives based | from NJ awarded, a Consultant will be hired to create the Community Energy
on existing energy production Department of Plan; quarterly reporting required for grant
facilities, renewable energy Energy =
generation, workforce development, | $25,000
environmental benefits, and more.

Education on Plastic Bags Current Plastic bags will be banned (with Website and social media has been updated with flyers; flyers handed

Ban minor exceptions) beginning May out at Chamber of Commerce event on October 2021; increased
2022. Education to the public is education is recommended leading up to the Plastic Bags Ban going
necessary to alert them of this Ban into effect (May 2022)
and ensure they are prepared when
shopping, dining out, etc.

Sustainable States Challenge | Current The Sustainable States Network is | None Self-Assessment completed and submitted to Sustainable Jersey in

— Creating EV Ready hosting technical workshops and early December 2021. Attendance at multiple webinars required over

Communities webinars for participating 2022, and resources will be provided to the participating communities
municipalities to adopt principles of once the project is completed.

EV-Ready Community, and create a
New Jersey network of proximate
municipalities to coordinate efforts
in creating one large EV network

Sustainable Jersey Current Recertification of Silver level is None Environmental Commission should work closely the Green Team to

Recertification required every 2 years; Franklin’s complete the Recertification process, which take a significant amount of
Certification expires December 30, time and requires gathering multiple sources of documentation.

2022 (application due in late
May/early)

Stream Cleanup (Annual) Current Cleanup of a designated streamin | None Occurs annually in April; volunteers need to be organized and location
the Township annually (April 9t at identified
Mile Run with New Brunswick
Environmental Commission)

Wrapping Paper Innovation Proposed | Educate the public about the waste | Grants available | |deas include purchasing cloth to distribute to residents with education

Project

generated by gift wrapping
materials, especially during the
winter holidays. Distribute cloth as
an option for wrapping and ask that
participants send pictures in and

from Sustainable
Jersey for $2,000
and $10,000

related to gift wrapping; would also need to come up with a metric;
could broaden it to be more for “everyday materials”




provide information about how
much wrapping material they
typically used, how much cloth was
substituted, and how much
wrapping paper was used.
Potentially use a survey to gather
data.

Implementation of Pole- Proposed | Investigate and implement pole- NJBPU and Robin and Stan met with Frank at NJBPU; recommended we look at

Mounted EV Chargers mounted EV chargers NJDEP new program being offered in January 2022; Robin and Stan will meet
with Frank again on February 31

Rain Garden Map Proposed | Map rain gardens in the Township Work with Walter Andrews and AT to see if mapping is possible and

where it would be kept




