Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission meeting, March 21, 2022

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read. The roll
was called. Present were: W. Andrews, T. Chase (at 7:10), S.Jaracz, E.Pires, A. Schmidt, R. Suydam,
and P. Walitsky; and T. Kenyon and Rutgers intern ]. Cairns. Absent: ]. Johnson, M. Santiago, and
Council liaison E. Potosnak.

Chair’s report: The EC has been active in distributing the Township Reusable Tote Bags. He
delivered 100 bags to the Canal Walk Environmental Committee. They are distributing them at
their Earth Day Event April 23rd. The EC is invited to have a table distributing the bags and any
brochures we would like to pass along. Walter Andrews picked up 100 bags for the Franklin
Township Women'’s Club for their distribution project. SEWA International Somerset is asking for
several hundred bags for distribution door-to-door. Also we have made contact with the Franklin
Food Bank, which also is interested in distributing bags to its clients.

SEWA is also interested in participating in our Streambank Cleanup in April. P. Walitsky
will give Stan the contact information. They have 28 High School students as current members.

Based on the discussion of the EV Charger requirement, we need to adjust our recommend-
ations for future applications. The formula is not quite as straightforward as what we were using.

Minutes of the 3/14 meeting: S. Jaracz corrected the statement that he could train township
staff concerning electric vehicles; it is another member of Central Jersey Electric Vehicle Associa-
tion, specifically trained to train others, who would do this. With this correction the minutes were
approved.

The meeting was then opened to the public. W. Bowman and Malik Lyons had no
comments. Kirk Frost, Peoples Line Rd, inquired whether the EC is aware of Federal and state
funding for various aspects of renewable energy. He noted that Smart Cities is doing a webinar on
March 30 on infrastructure planning. Is Franklin Township looking to block new natural gas
hookups? Three companies in the US now offer storage of power as hydrogen (i.e. electricity is
used to electrolyze water to hydrogen, which on demand would be oxidized to water in a fuel cell,
generating electricity). He expects the cost of this method of energy storage to decrease with time.
This would replace generators fueled with natural gas or propane. T. Kenyon answered concern-
ing renewable energy funding we know of and in some cases have applied for. P. Walitsky has
been following hydrogen-fueled vehicles but was not aware of its use for energy storage. S.Jaracz
commented that electrolysis of water to hydrogen, and use of hydrogen to generate electricity, is
much less efficient than batteries. K. Frost replied that efficiency has improved, and batteries are
affected by low temperatures. He will prepare a presentation on this.

The public session was then closed.

No e-mail was reported (J. Johnson being absent). The flyer for the stream clean-up is yet
to be posted on the EC web page. S.]Jaracz will send to EC members the flyer, which has the link to
register. He noted that Aptera, whose product is a solar-powered vehicle, is now a sponsor, and
their logo should be added to the flyer. A. Schmidt asked what guidelines we (and the township)
have for acknowledging sponsorship by a for-profit business. Aptera is providing supplies for the
clean-up through the Lower Raritan Watershed Partnership.

Site plans: L'Oreéal, Commerce Drive, which now has 305,000 sq. ft of manufacturing space,
proposes a 248,000 sq. ft addition, to be constructed in two phases. Variances are needed for
widening the driveway to 58 ft and increasing the impervious coverage to 63.4% (where 60% is
permitted). Two additional bioretention basins are proposed. They are removing 150 trees,



some large, which would require planting over 700 trees as compensation; they propose to plant
547 trees and contribute to the Shade Tree Fund in lieu of the remainder. They promise addit-
ional parking spaces, but these are not obvious on the site plan. The EC will request charging
stations, at a rate of 4 per 100 spaces (which Mark Healey has told us is the ratio for commercial
developments). R. Suydam noted that the new retention basins empty into an existing basin
which drains to Middlebush Brook, and fears that this basin might not handle the increased run-
off, with resulting flooding on S. Middlebush Rd. Solar cells could be put on the roof (they already
have ground-mounted solar cells, which apparently will not be displaced by the proposed
construction).

Duke Realty proposes a subdivision of land between Elizabeth and Davidson Avenues,
which has been owned by Rotoclip Inc. and recently has had ground-mounted solar cells installed,
to build a 396,000 sq. ft. warehouse-office building (office space 50,000 sq. ft, the remainder ware-
house). This would remove some of the existing solar cells; they should be replaced and
increased, on the roof or over the parking lot. They propose 8 bioretention basins, draining to
three ponds, and filling in "isolated” wetlands. DEP approval has not been approved; they state
that they must first receive approval from the Franklin Sewerage Authority and the water utility.
The EC will review this further at its next meeting [when we can look at plans on a screen and on

paper].
Two other smaller proposals are in the works, including 8 houses on Bunker Hill Rd.

R. Suydam asked when the warehouse on Rte. 27 is to be heard by the Board of Zoning
Adjustment; it is not yet scheduled on the board web page.

J. Cairns then reported on the solar-ready warehouse roof law, which has been signed by
the governor. It takes effect on July 1, 2022; any construction proposal which has not yet been
deemed complete will be subject to it. Rules and regulations must be generated by the Dept. of
Community Affairs (DCA). The law requires readiness for solar cells on “up to 40%” of the roof; no
minimum is stated. The DCA should be asked about this.

The EC will return to in-person meetings in April, in the Large Conference Room for the
first meeting of the month, in the Council chambers for the second meeting. Masks apparently are
not required.

Old business: T. Kenyon and J. Cairns have been working on the Sustainable Jersey recerti-
fication application, identifying actions we can take and beginning to write narratives, for instance
for green infrastructure.

Adopt-a-Drain: the contract with Hamline University has been approved by the township
attorney, is about to be sent to Hamline. Then we can begin mapping drains and soliciting drain
adopters. This would be a good subject for an article in the next Franklin Times.

Green infrastructure: T. Kenyon and Rutgers Water Resources personnel studied the
vicinity of the municipal building for a site and found a site near the Senior/Community Center
which will work, with two stages. Seniors who have been requesting a garden could maintain this.
Rutgers Water Resources will submit a complete plan and cost estimate within the next month.

The Community Energy Plan proposal was submitted on March 15. A Local Health
Assessment proposal, for technical assistance, has also been submitted (a four-question Google
form). We are in the running for this with two other towns; we should know by the end of the
week whether we will receive it.



The resolution on allowing towns to adopt more restrictive stormwater management
regulations was signed and sent to ANJEC, for filing with the DCA. It has not as yet appeared on
the Council agenda.

R. Suydam asked about pole-mounted charging stations. State law does not permit utilities
(i.e. PSE&G) to operate such. But if the township leases poles for street lights, presumably it could
use those poles for charging stations. More research is needed.

W. Andrews reported on plans for distribution of township reusable shopping bags by the
Franklin Women’s Club at ShopRite and Stop & Shop. He will contact store managers for permis-
sion to distribute. Bags could potentially be distributed at three Stop & Shops and one ShopRite;
however, the township has only a few hundred bags left to be distributed. We should have a one-
page flyer to give out with the bags.

S.Jaracz reported that the Franklin High School environmental event scheduled for April 8
has been canceled. He was going to have an electric vehicle show at it, is now looking for another
venue. Canal Walk is a possibility.

The meeting was opened to the public. The remaining public (the press) had no questions.
The meeting was closed to the public.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.



