
Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission virtual meeting, Feb. 7, 2022 

The meeting was called to order at 7:04, and the Sunshine Law Notice read.  The roll was 
called.  Present were: W. Andrews, T. Chase, S. Jaracz, J. Johnson, E. Pires, M. Santiago, A. Schmidt, 
R. Suydam, and P. Walitsky; and T. Kenyon (sustainability coordinator, E. Potosnak (Council 
liaison), and J. Cairns (Rutgers intern with T. Kenyon). 

Chair’s report: he thanks S. Jaracz for research on electric trucks to meet township plans for 
acquisition in 2022.  Unfortunately, no available electric vehicle seems to meet township needs at 
this time.  ANJEC is being active about the upcoming plastic bag ban [and a proposal before the 
Dept. of Community Affairs to block municipalities from adopting stronger stormwater manage-
ment plans than the DEP' minimum]. 

W. Andrews will address a virtual meeting fo the Franklin Women’s Club tomorrow about 
the EC, and will bring reusable bags (≈50) to an in-person meeting next month. 

Minutes of the 1/24 meeting: should show P. Walitsky’s thanks to W. Andrews for his years 
of service as chair of the EC (3rd paragraph).  T. Kenyon will attach the list of projects the EC is 
working on in 2022.  With these changes the minutes were approved. 

The meeting was then opened to the public.  Eric Dutaud, Canal Rd, Griggstown, asked 
about the proposed map of rain gardens in Franklin.  He volunteered to assist in preparing it; his 
e-mail is dutaud@gmail.com.  Bill Bowman, Franklin Reporter, was also present, with no 
comments.  The meeting was then closed to public comments. 

Website/email/social media: nothing new.  J. Johnson asked about alternatives to salt 
(NaCl) for icy roads and sidewalks.  T. Kenyon had a vague memory of the NJ Water Supply 
Authority working on such when she worked there.  R. Suydam will send a link to a Sustainable 
Princeton article on this problem. 

Site plans: Liv Devco LLC (scheduled for the Zoning Board, March 3) proposes a new apart-
ment building at the corner of Hamilton St. and Hawthorne DR., replacing the office building now 
there.  A use variance is requested because the proponents do not plan to have retail business on 
the first floor, as required by the Zoning Ordinance for the Hamilton St. business district.  Most site 
plan requirements are met in the proposal, but no charging stations for EVs are included; current 
law would require eventually four.  A single solar panel is shown, on an ornamental sign; the Com-
mission suggests more.  Roof leaders will drain into an underground dry well; we suggest draining 
instead into a rain garden.  E. Pires suggests using native tree species.  R. Suydam suggested that 
they could put solar cells on the proposed flat roof, and participate in Community Solar. 

Harbor Group (scheduled for the Planning Board, March 2) proposes removing two office 
buildings (≈110,000 sq. ft) on Belmont Drive (retaining one warehouse) and constructing a 
153,000 sq. ft. warehouse.  We ask why so many parking spaces, given that warehouses bring 
fewer workers than office buildings.  Banking spaces is suggested.  They propose removing 54 
trees, but planting 74 new trees; the EC suggests native species.  No pervious pavement is 
proposed; they should consider some where new parking pavement is proposed.  Fourteen 
charging stations will eventually be required, based on the number of parking spaces.  The roof 
could hold solar cells (by law, must be solar-ready), or a green roof or be reflectively coated to 
make the building cooler. 

P. Walitsky reported another upcoming warehouse proposal, on Davidson Ave., and a 
284,000 sq. ft proposed expansion of L’Oréal’ building on Commerce Drive, with removal of over 
1000 trees. 
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New business: the Community Energy Plan grant proposal (for money to hire a consultant 
to prepare a plan) was discussed.  T. Kenyon felt that, while such a plan is desirable, we have a lot 
on our plate for this year, with Sustainable Jersey recertification required.  E. Potosnak felt it 
would be important to have such a plan.  T. Chase described the petition for township-wide energy 
aggregation, now before Council.  E. Potosnak commented that a community energy plan would be 
useful for judging such a proposal.  R. Suydam pointed out that having such a plan would position 
us to receive climate money when and if Build Back Better legislation appropriates such.  W. 
Andrews suggested looking into sharing a consultant with, say, Hillsborough (where David Kois is 
sustainability coordinator).  E. Pires asked whether Franklin is indeed an ‘overburdened’ com-
munity (and thus eligible for a $25,000 grant).  T. Kenyon stated that Franklin is on the most 
recent list of such communities.  In connection with the idea of contacting a consultant based 
nearby about this, T. Chase wondered whether the contract for a consultant would have to be put 
out for bids.  P. Walitsky thinks not, since the state supplies a list of eligible contractors.  The 
Commission agreed, without a formal vote, that we, i.e. T. Kenyon and J. Cairns, should proceed 
with preparing an application. 

Sustainable Jersey recertification: J. Cairns has been preparing a spreadsheet describing 
where we stand on pointworthy projects.  He attended a Duke Farms course on green infra-
structure.  

W. Andrews asked about putting solar cells on the roof of the Senior/Community Center, 
currently unoccupiable because of leaks through the roof; making the necessary repairs would be 
a good opportunity to make the roof at least solar-ready. 

J. Johnson left the meeting at this time, having another appointment. 

Old business: T.Kenyon did not have an update on the Adopt-a-Drain program, or the Green 
Infrastructure strategic plan.  She will have these for the next meeting. 

R. Suydam and S. Jaracz met with Frank Gaffney and Kathleen –––––– of the BPU about 
charging stations.  We would have to submit a proposal by May 18 for a grant which would 
reimburse the township for four more charging stations.  The BPU is close to releasing a plan 
whereby townships can install LED streetlights on utility poles.  They already have a plan for 
supporting charging stations at multi-unit dwellings; Federal and state money will pay for up to 
90% of the cost.  PSE&G already has a plan paying for preparation for charging stations (wiring 
etc.)  On pole-mounted charging stations: PSE&G cannot legally own and manage such, towns (or 
condo associations) would have to lease the pole from PSE&G to install a charger, though PSE&G 
can pay for the line to the charger.  R. Suydam warned that inability to get insurance on a leased 
pole could block such a plan.  P. Walitsky commented that Canal Walk is looking into applying for a 
grant to install chargers at its Enclave apartment buildings. 

S., Jaracz reported on a cheaper alternative to Chargepoint for managing public charging 
stations. 

A. Schmidt once again asked about the proposed ordinance to require anti-idling signs at 
warehouses and perhaps other sites where idling may occur. 

M. Santiago reported receiving an e-mail about a Franklin High School ‘Green Fair’ on April 
8, 3:30-6 PM.  They invite the EC to have a table at it (similar to what we do at Franklin Day).  The 
students have prepared posters publicizing the ban on plastic bags.  Varying practices on bagging 
purchases at supermarkets were then discussed (checkers may or may not put purchases into 
reusable bags). 



S. Jaracz reported further on the stream clean-up (April 9, Mile Run, jointly with the New 
Brunswick Environmental Commission and Lower Raritan Watershed Partnership).  He is waiting 
for a link from Heather Fenyk of LRWP for volunteers to sign up to participate.  He will then 
prepare a flyer, to be publicized through township social media and Franklin Reporter.  Both 
Franklin and New Brunswick Departments of Public Works will be contacted to pick up the 
garbage that the volunteers collect, including an abandoned car on the New Brunswick side. 

P. Walitsky reported on a campaign by developers and lobbyists to get the Dept. of 
Community Affairs to adopt a regulation prohibiting municipalities from adopting stormwater 
regulations more stringent that the DEP’s model ordinance.  ANJEC provides a draft resolution 
against this idea for adoption by environmental commissions.  It was moved and seconded to pass 
this resolution.  This was adopted unanimously.  The resolution will be sent to ANJEC and the 
township Council. 

It was moved to open the meeting to public comment.  Bill Bowman was still there, had no 
comments.  The meeting was then closed to public comment. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 PM. 


