Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission meeting, April 18, 2022

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read. The roll
was called. Present were: W. Andrews, T. Chase, S. Jaracz, E. Pires, R. Suydam, and P. Walitsky; and
T. Kenyon, . Cairns and Council liaison E. Potosnak. M. Santiago arrived at 7:12 PM. Absent: A.
Schmidt.

Chair’s report: W. Andrews represented the EC in handing out reusable bags at the Franklin
Park Stop & Shop.

R. Suydam reported on current advice not to mow lawns in May, for the benefit of inverte-
brates which overwinter in lawns and reproduce in the spring. She suggested a campaign to
persuade residents not to mow in May in 2023. When would we ask Council to certify this (as a
township policy, to protect homeowners against charges of neglect)? What about landscape
workers who would lose a month of work?

The minutes of the 4/6 meeting were approved, as amended by T. Chase and T. Kenyon.
No public was present, so the meeting was not opened to the public.

Correspondence: one letter was received, copy of a request for an LOI for a property at the
corner of Jiffy Rd and Clyde Rd. No e-mails were received.

Site plans were reported on by the Site Plan subcommittee. E. Pires reported on a proposal
by Duke Energy for a warehouse, 436,980 sq. ft, between Elizabeth Ave. and Davidson Ave. (access
from Elizabeth or Grant Ave.) This would involve removing a large area of solar cells recently
installed by Rotoclip, as well as 2200 trees, with no proposals for replacement, although they are
counting trees to be planted in the bioretention basin. R. Suydam reported that our shade tree
ordinance used to limit payment to the Shade Tree fund in lieu of replanting to 25% of the value of
trees removed, but this provision was apparently removed in a revision around 2015. We ask, did
Rotoclip receive any public funds subsidizing their installation of solar cells now to be removed?

T. Kenyon reported on Awakening Dawn, a proposed minor subdivision at 161 Cedar Grove
Ave., creating three lots from one in order to build two new homes, which would share a driveway
- a double flag lot, which is not permitted by our ordinance. They propose removing 146 trees,
replanting 40, with the balance compensated for by money to the Shade Tree fund. We ask for
pervious pavement or pervious blocks for the driveway. R. Suydam noted that we are losing tree
canopy in the town, where according to the Shade Tree Commission’s plan we are supposed to be
gaining canopy. T. Chase suggested planting trees on township open space.

P. Walitsky reported on Devin Developers’ proposal for property on Bunker Hill Rd includ-
ing the corner at Rte. 27, which would hold a detention basin, while 8 houses would be built on a
short street off Bunker Hill Rd. They would remove 97 trees, while replacing 53. More could be
planted around the edges of the property, especially on the west edge of the corner property.

T. Kenyon described a newly received application to the Board of Zoning Adjustment, to
build duplexes and townhouses (block of 3) at the corner of Franklin Blvd and Norma Ave., where
only single family houses are permitted. Twenty-three trees are to be removed, they propose
replanting 83, as required (small trees replacing bigger trees). T. Chase mentioned that this site
had previously been proposed for five single family homes, which were never built.

T. Chase reported that the landscape plan for BSRAP III (Campus Drive and Cottontail
Lane) features native plants, including swamp milkweed (food for Monarch butterfly larvee).

New business: P. Walitsky brought up the need for Environmental Commission business
cards, with the Commission e-mail address, since the EC is doing more outreach to the public.



T. Kenyon and ]. Cairns have been working on an anti-idling ordinance.

R. Suydam reported that the Communication subcommittee met on April 7, will meet again
on April 25. She attended ANJEC’s webinar for advanced ECs. Two ECs reported on their own
Facebook pages, established with approval of their township Councils, following submission of
guidelines on what they would post. She also suggested recruiting citizen volunteers (non-EC
members) to join EC subcommittees.

T. Kenyon reported creating a Google tracking sheet for site plan reviews.

R. Suydam noted that the EC, the Trails Committee and the Open Space Committee have
annual goals, but the township as a whole doesn’t. The EC could help the township achieve its
goals, if it had any; the ECs reporting in the ANJEC webinar helped their townships in this way.

Old business: S. Jaracz reported on the stream clean-up. Six members of the EC attended.
There were two gathering points: on Hamilton St. at the New Brunswick line, with =70 people, and
at the War Memorial in New Brunswick (primarily for Spanish speakers), 35 people. Those at this
site collected 43 bags of trash, while at the Hamilton St. site 93 bags of trash were collected, plus
43 bags of recyclable items. New Brunswick DPW, which picked up the collected trash, reported a
weight of 3,325 1b trash collected. Numerous groups participated.

The Adopt-a-drain program now awaits only the mayor’s signature on a document to be
sent to Hamline University.

Local Health Assessment grant: T. Kenyon met with Saffie Kallon to review what meetings
are needed.

W. Andrews reported on the distribution of reusable shopping bags at the Franklin Park
Stop & Shop. Most shoppers were aware of the plastic bag ban taking effect on May 4, and were
supportive; some said the ban went too far. One commented that single-use bags have been
banned in Europe for years; what took the U.S. so long? Approximately 50% of shoppers came
with personal reusable bags in hand. One commented that the township is finally giving some-
thing back for our taxes. The store manager gave the distributors free bottles of hand sanitizer to
give away with the bags and fliers. Franklin Women’s Club donated a green balloon.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.



