
 

 
 

MINUTES OF  
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP’S AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING  

October 3, 2024 
8:00PM 

Franklin Township Municipal Building  
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 

Large Conference Room (1st Floor)  
 

 

PRESENT  ABSENT 
Bob Puskas, Chair  Al Puchalek  

Craig Feibel  Cathy Blumig 

Bryan Herman  Rik Johnson 

Tara Kenyon, AICP/PP – Land Preservation and 
Management Consultant  

Councilmember Ed Potosnak 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6)  
Chairman Bob Puskas called the meeting to order at 8:11pm.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
As no members of the public were present, a Public Comment session was not held.   
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 5, 2024 
Bryan Herman made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of September 5th, which was seconded by 
Craig Feibel. All agreed, and the motion carried.  
 

NEW BUSINESS  
 
Recommendations for Adoption of “Standards for Keeping Chickens on Residential Properties” 
Ordinance   
Tara Kenyon presented the comparison of similar Ordinances between Montgomery Township, Princeton 
Township, and South Brunswick Township. Portions of these Ordinances can be used to create a specific 
Ordinance that works for Franklin Township.  
 
After discussion, the AAC agreed to recommend the following provisions in the implementation of a 
municipal Ordinance entitled, “Standards for Keeping Chickens on Residential Properties”:   
 

▪ Permissible in RR-3, RR-5, R-40, and Agricultural (A) Zones  
▪ The minimum lot size permitted will be 0.50 acres  



▪ 6 chickens are permitted on 0.50 acres – 0.99 acres. 2 chickens will be permitted for every 
additional 0.50 acres  

▪ One, an 80 square-foot shelter, not to exceed 6 feet in height, is permitted. This shelter must be 
kept in the rear yard of the property and maintained at all times.  

▪ Shelters must be kept at a minimum of 25 feet from neighboring property lines, and a minimum of 
50’ from any residential structure on an adjoining property.  

▪ All chicken feed must be kept in a watertight container near the shelter or owner’s residence (not 
the near the adjacent property lines)   

▪ Waste cannot generate any odors that permeate neighboring properties and/or the municipal 
Right-of-Way.  

▪ Roosters and egg-laying poultry other than chickens are prohibited.  
 
These recommendations will be compiled into a memo for Township Manager, Robert Vornlocker and the 
Township Council.  
 

Preparation for Submittal of Municipal Planning Incentive Grant  
Tara has submitted the required 90-Day Notification Letter demonstrating the Township’s intent to apply for 
the annual Municipal Planning Incentive Grant to the SADC and Somerset County Agriculture Development 
Board.  
 
A resolution from the Township Council is required. Tara presented this resolution to the AAC, which was 
found to be appropriate.  
 
The complete Annual Application is due on December 15th. A draft of the Annual Application will be 
presented to the AAC at the November 7th meeting.  
 

Approval of 2025 AAC Meeting Dates   
Tara presented the proposed AAC meeting dates for 2025 to the Committee. The Committee agreed to 
continue to hold its meetings on the 1st Thursday of every month at 8:00pm in the Large Conference Room.  
 
A motion to approve the 2025 meeting dates as presented was made by Bryan Herman and seconded by 
Craig Feibel. All agreed and the motion carried.  
 

OLD BUSINESS  
There was no Old Business to discuss at this meeting.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  
There was no Executive Session held as part of this meeting.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  
Craig Feibel made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Bryan Herman. All agreed, 
and the meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm.  
 
 
 

The next meeting of the Franklin Township Agriculture Advisory Committee is scheduled for 
Thursday, November 7th at 8:00pm at the Franklin Township Municipal Building  

(Large Conference Room). 
  
 

 



 
 


