.Resolution #25-266
] f ' 6/12/2025

RESOLUTION - OPPOSING THE CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION OF PROPOSED COMPRESSOR
STATION 206 AS PART OF THE WILLIAMS TRANSCO NORTHEAST SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT (NESE)
PROJECT AND OPPOSING THE ENTIRE NESE PROPOSAL

WHEREAS, on September 20, 2016, the Franklin Township Council unanimously passed a
resolution "Opposing the construction and Installation of a Compressor Station for the Connection
to the Transco Pipeline by Wiliams on the Proposed Route 27 Location owned by Trap Rock”; and

"WHEREAS, on February 14, 2017, the Franklin Township Board of Health unanimously passed
a resolution "Opposing the construction and Installation of a Compressor Station for the
Connection to the Transco Pipeline by Wiliams on the Proposed Route 27 Location owned by Trap
Rock”; and

WHEREAS, on March 6, 2017, the Franklin Township Environmental Commission unanimously
passed a resolution in “Opposition to the Construction and Installation of a Compressor Station in
the Township as Part of Wiliams-Transco's Proposed Northeast Supply Enhancement Project
(NESE)"; and

WHEREAS, on March 15, 2017, the Franklin Township Council unanimously passed a
resolution endorsing the resolution by the Franklin Township Environmental Commission “Opposing
the Construction and Installation of a Compressor Station in the Township as Part of Wiliams-
Transco's Proposed Northeast Supply Enhancement Project”; and

WHEREAS, on May 15, 2019, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
denied Transco's application for a Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification citing
“significant water quality impacts from the resuspension of sediments and other contaminants,
including mercury and copper”; and

WHEREAS, on June 5, 2019, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
denied a second set of permits for failing to meet surface water quality requirements, disturbing
wetlands, endangering species and without a compelling public need; and

WHEREAS, in April of 2020, the Synapse Economic Energy Report found there is no
demonstrable supply-and-demand-gap that could justify NESE or any other large-scale gas
infrastructure projects; and )

WHEREAS, in April of 2020, the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis report
found that there is no public need for the NESE pipeline and that the National Grid utility's contract
for the pipeline would have required ratepayers in Long Island, Brooklyn, Staten Island and most
of Queens to pay $193 million a year for 15 years; and

WHEREAS, in April of 2020, National Grid identified in its "Long-term Capacity Report” an
alternative for natural gas services, including a clean energy, no-infrastructure alternative, that
did not require construction of a new pipeline; and

WHEREAS, on April 20, 2020, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
denied another of Transco’s application for a Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality
Certification "with prejudice"; and

WHEREAS, on May 15, 2020, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
denied Williams the Wetland and 401 Water Quality permits for 23 miles of submarine pipeline off
the Raritan Bay cutting under Sayreville and Old Bridge and requiring a new compressor station in
Franklin; and
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WHEREAS, in May of 2024, the Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Company LLC (Tronsto), o]
subsidiary of Williams, notified the Federal Energy Regulatory Authority it would not seek an
extension to build the NESE project abandoning it altogether by letting the expiration of a
previously granted extension by FERC on May 3, 2024 occur; and

WHEREAS, on May 29, 2025, Williams Transco petitioned FERC for "Expedited Reissuance of
Certification Authority Northeast Supply Enhancement Project”; and

WHEREAS, Williams Transco has made no changes to the project and failed to update cost
estimates; and

WHEREAS, Williams Transco is proposing to construct a 32,000 hp compressor station to
accelerate flow through its existing pipeline, constructed in the 1950s; and

WHEREAS, Williams Transco will be by clearing 15 acres of forest and needing to construct
a new right-of-way access fo the site; and

WHEREAS, the construction and operation of the proposed compressor station will release
toxins to the air, ground water and nearby streams, as well as noise above and beyond accepted
regulatory levels, all of which will impact the quality of life of local residents, children attending
schools, businesses, places of worship, farmers and their farms which produce crops for local and
regional consumption, and area and migratory wildlife for many years; and

WHEREAS, Franklin Township is in a nonattainment zone for ozone and an attainment zone
for other pollutants; and

WHEREAS, the compressor would be subject to regular '‘blowdowns' releasing methane
and methyl mercaptan into the surrounding atmosphere, as well as constant high temperature
exhaust containing carbon monoxide and formaldehyde (oxides of nitfrogen were stated to be
controlled by injecting ureq, but products were not specified); and

WHEREAS, the proposed compressor station is comprising six buildings on a six-acre site,
with 15 acres of forest being cleared; and

WHEREAS, the compressor station may be staffed by two employees or less, during business
hours only, otherwise depending on automated monitoring; and

WHEREAS, Wiliams compressor stations have had a number of fires and explosions in recent
years (Susquehanna Co. PA [Lathrop compressor], March 29, 2012 and July 10, 2014; Bradford Co.,
PA, March 14, 20123; Tyler Co., WV, April 14, 2013, Brooklyn, PA, May 14, 2013, Branchburg, NJ, May
30, 2013; Windsor, NY, January 2014), leading residents to expect such an event at the proposed
compressor station, from which fire could spread through the forest to residences along and
across Route 27; and

WHEREAS, firefighting in this area is the responsibility of volunteer fire companies, and water
pressure in the nearest water line is too weak to support firefighting; and

WHEREAS, the compressor station would be near active mining in the Trap Rock Quairry,
which carries out explosive blasting to break loose rock, and Williams was not able to present
evidence that the compressors would be stable to shocks created by the blasting; and
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WHEREAS, the financial stability of Williams was questioned, leading to suggestions that the
company might not be able to sustain maintenance and safety of the compressor station, having
previously cut staff and abandoned the project previously; and

In Somerset County

WHEREAS, the compressor would not in any way serve Franklin Township or New Jersey
residents, the demand for more gas being described by Wiliams as being in Brooklyn and Queens,
NY, where state and New York City policies are actively supporting residents switching from oil
heat to gas; and

WHEREAS, natural gas as fuel that is burned creates carbon dioxide, and methane leaks
and releases have 84 times the effect of an equal concentration of carbon dioxide over a 20-
year period, and

WHEREAS, New York State and New York City are actively working to decrease gas
demand by instituting policies that encourage building electrification, and

WHEREAS, limitation of global temperature increases due to the greenhouse effect
depends on replocemenf of CO2-emitting energy sources by other sources as quickly as possible;
and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Franklin,
County of Somerset, State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The Mayor and Council of the Township of Franklin oppose the construction and installation
of a compressor station on all proposed locations in and around’Franklin Township as it
would have severe detrimental impacts on the residential communities in Franklin
Township. '

2. The Mayor and Council of the Township of Franklin oppose the NESE project in its totality.
The Mayor and Council urge Williams Company to eliminate any further consideration for
a compressor station at the Trap Rock locations and/or locations in South Brunswick.

3. The Mayor and Council urge FERC to deny the petition for "Expedited Reissuance of
Certification Authority Northeast Supply Enhancement Project,” as Williams-Transco let the
approval lapse and urges denial of any application using locations in Franklin and urge its
representatives of the United State Congress, United States Senate and New Jersey
Legislature to oppose this compressor station and the NESE project.

4. A copy of this resolution be forwarded to US Senators Cory Booker and Andy Kim,
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman, NJ Senators Andrew Zwicker and Bob Smith,
Assemblymen Roy Frieman, Mitchelle Drulis, Kevin Egan and Joseph Danielsen.

CERTIFICATION
y s
.~=l, Ann Mone McCarthy, Township Clerk of the Township of Franklin, in the County of
Somerset do hereby certify that the foregoing is a frue and correct copy of a resolution duly

:‘:' cdopfed by 1he Townsh|p Council at a Work Session/Regular Meeting held on 6/12/2025.
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> fc IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Township
7o thiss/12/2025, ¢ WO"‘“:W@’
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Ann Marie McCarthy
Township Clerk




