
 

 
 

MINUTES OF  
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP’S AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING  

April 3, 2025 
8:00PM 

Franklin Township Municipal Building  
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 - Large Conference Room (1st Floor)  

 
PRESENT  ABSENT 

Bob Puskas, Chair  Bryan Herman 
Cathy Blumig, Vice-Chair  
Al Puchalek  
Craig Feibel  
Rik Johnson   
Councilmember Ed Potosnak  
Tara Kenyon, AICP/PP – Land Preservation and 
Management Consultant  

 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6)  
Chairman Bob Puskas called the meeting to order at 8:10pm.  

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – MARCH 6, 2024 
Rik Johnson made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of March 6th, which was seconded by Craig 
Feibel. Cathy Blumig abstained from voting. All agreed and the motion carried. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No members of the public were present.   

 
NEW BUSINESS  
SADC’s Statewide Farmland Preservation Formula   
The SADC released the Statewide Farmland Preservation Formula, which now can be used by counties 
and municipalities when presenting offers to applicants for farmland preservation. The Formula provides 
the opportunity for more funding for applicants, as the typical baseline is 50% of the unrestricted appraised 
value. There are additional criteria and voluntary restrictions that applicants can take to bring that offer up 
to 90% of the unrestricted appraised value. In addition to the additional funding opportunities, the Formula 
will reduce the time from appraisal to acceptance of offer significantly.  
 
The AAC agrees that using the Formula from this point forward makes sense.  
 
More detailed information on the Statewide Farmland Preservation Formula can be found at:  



https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/sadc/documents/rules/Statewide_Formula_%20presentation_partners_Dec2024.pdf  
 
Leasing Updates    
The AAC discussed the possibility of leasing a portion of the former Consolata Property, and to update the 
lease on the Memorial Forest Property as the current farmer chose not to renew the lease.  
 
Tara Kenyon reiterated that the lease of Memorial Forest needs to be carefully reviewed, as the Open 
Space Advisory Committee has designed a concept plan for improvements and use of this site for a trail, 
area for memorial trees, a small parking area, and other amenities.  
 
Close of 2024-2025 Hunting Season   
The Hunting Season ended in February 2025. Tara has updated the Hunters Summary Database but 
needs more reports as many are still missing. She will send another reminder to permitted hunters to 
submit the required Hunter Summary Reports. 
 
Once the Report is completed, Tara will share it with the AAC.     
 
SADC’s Annual Report for 2024   
The SADC released its Annual Report for 2024:  
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/sadc/documents/publications/sadcannualreportfy2024.pdf   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Cathy Bluming updated the members on the Chainsaw Safety Program which was held at her farm. 8 
participants learned safe methods for chainsaw operation and maintenance. She felt the Program was very 
well received and hopes another session can be held in the future.  
 
Tara Kenyon showed the AAC the social media posts that were posted on the municipality’s platforms and 
on the municipal website for National Agriculture Day. This was an easy way to promote National 
Agriculture Day and reached a large population.  
 
Councilmember Potosnak is happy to report that the Ordinance permitting the raising and keeping of 
chickens on eligible residential properties was adopted on late March 2025. This Ordinance will be housed 
under the “Animal Control” section of the Township Code. Councilmember Potosnak thanked the AAC for 
its work on this Ordinance.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
There was no Executive Session held as part of this meeting.  

 
ADJOURNMENT  
Rik Johnson made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Al Puchalek. All agreed, and 
the meeting was adjourned at 9:09pm.  
 
 
 

The next meeting of the Franklin Township Agriculture Advisory Committee is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 1st at 8:00pm at the Franklin Township Municipal Building  

(Large Conference Room). 
  
 

https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/sadc/documents/rules/Statewide_Formula_%20presentation_partners_Dec2024.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/sadc/documents/publications/sadcannualreportfy2024.pdf

