
 

 
 

MINUTES OF  
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP’S AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING  

September 4, 2025 
8:00PM 

Franklin Township Municipal Building  
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 - Large Conference Room (1st Floor)  

 
PRESENT  ABSENT 

Bob Puskas, Chair  Cathy Blumig, Vice-Chair 
Al Puchalek Councilmember Ed Potosnak 
Craig Feibel  
-Rik Johnson   
Bryan Herman  
Tara Kenyon, AICP/PP – Land Preservation and 
Management Consultant 

 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6)  
Al Puchalek called the meeting to order at 8:08pm.  

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 3, 2024 
Rik Johnson made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of April 3rd, which was seconded by Al 
Puchalek. All agreed and the motion carried. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Carl and Kim Berkuta, residents who are interested in farmland preservation, attended the meeting. They 
updated the Committee that since our April meeting, they have successfully consolidated their two lots, but 
have encountered problems with approvals for the existing driveway. They reported that the Township 
Planner, Mark Healey, has directed them to remove a large section of the existing gravel driveway because 
it exceeds the maximum impervious coverage limit permitted by zoning (the RR-3 Zone permits a maximum 
impervious coverage of 20%).  

Tara Kenyon and Bob Puskas stated that they will follow up with Mark Healey to get the details as to 
exactly what needs to be done for approval to be obtained. Tara will relay the information back to Mr. and 
Mrs. Berkuta as soon as possible.  

 
 
 
 



 
NEW BUSINESS  
90-Day Notification of Municipal Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Application    
Tara Kenyon presented the 90-Day Notification Letter of intention to submit the annual Municipal PIG 
Application to the SADC. This letter is required to be submitted to the State Agriculture Development 
Committee (SADC) Somerset County Agriculture Development Board (SCADB) by September 15th.  
 
Rik Johnson made a motion to submit the 90-Day Notification Letter as presented, which was seconded by 
Al Puchalek. All agreed and the motion carried.  
 
Tara will send the letter to the SADC on September 5th. The Annual Application is due December 15th.  
 
 
2025-2026 Hunting Season   
Tara reported that the 2025-2026 hunting season will begin on September 13th and end on February 14th of 
2026. Applications for Frankin’s program were due on August 15th, and permits have been mailed. At this 
time, all sites except for Ten-Mile Run have been filled.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
No old business was discussed.   

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
There was no Executive Session held as part of this meeting.  

 
ADJOURNMENT  
Rik Johnson made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Bryan Herman. All agreed, 
and the meeting was adjourned at 9:20pm.  
 
 
 

The next meeting of the Franklin Township Agriculture Advisory Committee is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 2nd at 8:00pm at the Franklin Township Municipal Building  

(Large Conference Room). 
  
 


