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CONGRESSIONAL AWARD SILVER MEDAL WINNER

Franklin Township Youth Center's own Charlene Kelley has met the challenge of the United States Congress!

Congratulations to Charlene Kelley on earning the

Congressional Award Silver Medal! Established to law in

1979, the Congressional Award was created to honor,

encourage, and inspire America’s youth. In the ensuing

years, Congress has recognized thousands of outstanding

young Americans who have earned and deserve our

admiration and recognition. By completing at least 200

hours of Voluntary Public Service—along with significant

achievements in Personal Development, Charlene has

demonstrated remarkable initiative and leadership. Her

hard work, discipline, and heart for serving others truly set

her apart. We are incredibly proud of this outstanding

accomplishment and excited to see all that she will Photo: Charlene is congratulated by
continue to achieve. Well done, Charlene! Youth Center Director, Windy White

YOUTH CENTER MEMBERS PROMOTE
ROAD SAFETY WITH RIDE WISE PROGRAM

The Ride Wise program was successfully hosted at the Franklin
Youth Center, where participants engaged in a three-week series
focused on bicycle and pedestrian safety education. The program
provided valuable instruction on safe riding practices, traffic
awareness, and pedestrian responsibility, helping to promote safer
habits within the community. Due to strong participation and positive
feedback, the program was well received and is scheduled to return in
the fall to continue supporting youth safety and education initiatives.
For more information regarding Ride Wise visit www.ridewise.org

YOUTH CENTER INFO: 732-873-7292 OR FRANKLINTWPNJ.ORG
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The Franklin Youth Center
celebrated Valentine’s Day
with a festive Sweetheart
Week that brought members
together for a variety of
themed activities. Throughout
the week, youth enjoyed
sweet treats and participated
in fun and interactive games.
This included a spirited
contest where members tried
to match baby photos to the
correct center staff members
—an activity that sparked
heartfelt laughter, friendly
competition, and plenty of
surprises!

CHESS WITH COPS, KIDS & PARENTS

The Community Relations Bureau in partnership with the Franklin Youth Center hosted
a Chess with Cops — Parents vs. Kids event on February 18th. The program brought
families together for an evening of friendly competition and community engagement,
strengthening positive relationships between local law enforcement and youth.
Parents and children faced off across chess boards in a spirited and supportive
environment that encouraged strategic thinking, sportsmanship, and meaningful
connection. The event highlighted the ongoing commitment of our police and center

é i 2 leadership to fostering trust, mentorship, and collaboration within the community.
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ZETA PHI BETA DONATION

The Zeta Phi Beta Sorority demonstrated its continued
commitment to community service through a generous
donation of toiletries to the Franklin Youth Center. The sorority
provided essential personal care items—including soap,
shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, and feminine hygiene
products—to support the daily needs of local youth and families
served by the center. This thoughtful contribution helps
promote dignity, confidence, and overall well-being among
participants, ensuring they have access to basic necessities
many may otherwise go without. By partnering with the
Franklin Youth Center, Zeta Phi Beta exemplifies its mission of
service, scholarship, sisterhood, and finer womanhood while
making a meaningful and lasting impact in the community.

FRANKLIN MIDDLE SCHOOL WARRIORS WIN!

Congratulations to the Franklin Middle School Warriors on
their outstanding victory over the Summit Middle School
basketball team! Franklin Youth Center staff and members
attended the riveting game where the warriors hard work,
determination, and teamwork were on full display. Every
pass, every defensive stop, and every shot reflected the
dedication each team members has shown all season!

YOUTH CENTER INFO: 732-873-7292 OR FRANKLINTWPNJ.ORG
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LEGO DESIGNING PROGRAM

The Youth Center
offers a LEGO®
Designing program that
uses LEGO bricks as
the core medium to
introduce participants
to basic architectural
design and engineering
concepts. It's
structured as a guided,
hands-on learning
experience where
students build models,
explore why structures
stand up, and
experiment with design
principles in a playful
yet educational setting.
Sign up today!

Become a Member...its FREE! gavz 7HE DATE:

The Franklin Township Youth Center
addresses youth needs through programming
and partnership with youth service
organizations. Summer hours are Monday
through Saturday from 12:30pm-8pm and Fall
hours are 2:30pm-8pm (Fall Saturdays
12:30pm-8pm). Call or scan the membership

QR code or call for more info! (732)873-7292

ONCE YOUR PARENT/GUARDIAN
COMPLETES YOUR MEMBERSHIP-REGISTER
FOR YOUTH CENTER PROGRAMS AT

FRANKLINTWP.RECDESK.COM




