MINUTES OF
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP’S AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

November 6, 2025
8:00PM
Franklin Township Municipal Building
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 - Large Conference Room (1t Floor)

PRESENT

ABSENT

Bob Puskas, Chair

Bryan Herman

Cathy Blumig, Vice-Chair

Craig Feibel

Al Puchalek

Councilmember Ed Potosnak

Rik Johnson

Tara Kenyon, AICP/PP - Land Preservation and
Management Consultant

CALL T0 ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6)

Chairman Bob Puskas called the meeting to order at 8:06pm.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES — SEPTEMBER 4, 2025

Rik Johnson made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of September 4, which was seconded by Al
Puchalek. All agreed (with the exception of Cathy Blumig, who abstained from the vote) and the motion

carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT

As there were no members of the public present, Public Comment was not held.

NEW BUSINESS

Draft Municipal Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Application and Resolution of Support

Tara Kenyon presented the draft Municipal PIG Application, which must be submitted to the SADC by
December 15th. This application includes a current roster of the AAC members, dates of meetings with a
link to the meeting minutes, as well as an updated spreadsheet with corresponding maps showing
preserved farmland, targeted farmland, and preserved open space.

Additionally, a resolution is required from the Township Council demonstrating support for the municipality’s
participation in the State’s Municipal PIG Program. This resolution is on the Council agenda for the

November 25t meeting.

Cathy Blumig made a motion to submit the Annual Municipal PIG Application once the resolution is
adopted, which was seconded by Al Puchalek. All approved and the motion carried.




2026 MEETING DATES

The meeting dates for 2026 follow the same schedule as 2025 - first Thursday of every month at 8:00pm in
the Large Conference Room. Cathy Blumig made a motion to approve and publish the 2026 meeting dates,
which was seconded by Rik Johnson. All agreed and the motion carried.

OTHER BusINESS FROM AAC MEMBERS

Cathy Blumig reported that the Somerset County Board of Agriculture will be hosting a workshop on March
2, 2026 at the Suydam Farm about preventing burn injuries from chemicals, electricity, and fire. Staff from
the Burn Center at Saint Barnabas Hospital will present to attendees. Once a flyer is available, Cathy will
share it with the Committee and Tara so she can promote it on the Township’s website and social media.

OLD BUSINESS
No old business was discussed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no Executive Session held as part of this meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
Cathy Blumig made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Al Puchalek. All agreed, and
the meeting was adjourned at 8:24pm.

The next meeting of the Franklin Township Agriculture Advisory Committee is scheduled for
Thursday, December 4t at 8:00pm at the Franklin Township Municipal Building
(Large Conference Room).




