MINUTES OF
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP’S AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

March 5, 2026
8:00PM
Franklin Township Municipal Building
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 - Large Conference Room (1t Floor)

PRESENT ABSENT
Bob Puskas, Chair Rik Johnson
Cathy Blumig, Vice-Chair Councilman Shebhendu Singh
Al Puchalek
Craig Feibel

Bryan Herman

Tara Kenyon, AICP/PP - Land Preservation and
Management Consultant

CALL TO ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6)
Chairman Bob Puskas called the meeting to order at 8:08pm.

RE-ORGANIZATION OF FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Cathy Blumig nominated Bob Puskas for Chair, which was seconded by Bryan Herman. All agreed and the
motion carried.

Craig Feibel nominated Cathy Blumig for Vice-Chair, which was seconded by Bryan Herman. All agreed
and the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES — NOVEMBER 2025

Bryan Herman made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of November 6t which was seconded by Al
Puchalek. All agreed (with the exception of Craig Feibel, who abstained from the vote) and the motion
carried.

PuBLIC COMMENT
As there were no members of the public present, Public Comment was not held.

NEW BUSINESS

Woodlands Easement Purchase Program

Tara Kenyon presented newly adopted Woodlands Easement Purchase Program, which allows funding
from the farmland preservation fund to be used for wooded properties that meet certain criteria. Farms




producing and selling wood products or in a designated woodlands management plan will now be eligible to
preserve the farm, using the same valuation policies as standard farmland properties. While the legislation
has been adopted, regulations must be promulgated by the SADC, which is not expected for at least one
year.

Update of Franklin Township’s Open Space and Recreation Plan

Tara, along with the Township Planner and Superintendent of Recreation, will begin working on an update
of the 2013 Franklin Township Open Space and Recreation Plan. The update will be guided by a Steering
Committee consisting of members of the Open Space Advisory Committee, Recreation Commission, Trails
Advisory Committee, Environmental Commission, Agriculture Advisory Committee, Shade Tree
Commission, Planning Board, and Zoning Board of Adjustment. The next iteration of the Plan will include
updated mapping and data, while also focusing on sustainability, resiliency, and equity.

Close of the 2025-2026 Hunting Season

The hunting season officially closed on February 15, Hunters are required to submit an end-of-season
Report by March 25%. Once received, Tara will begin compiling an Annual Report that summarizes the data
from all of the hunters, organized by location and permittee.

OTHER BUSINESS FROM AAC MEMBERS

Cathy Blumig reported that the March 2d Burn Workshop at Suydam Farms (hosted by the Somerset
County Board of Agriculture) was attended by 20 people, including three Franklin Township Police
Department Officers.

OLD BUSINESS
No old business was discussed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no Executive Session held as part of this meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
Cathy Blumig made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Craig Feibel. All agreed, and
the meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm.

The next meeting of the Franklin Township Agriculture Advisory Committee is scheduled for
Thursday, April 29 at 8:00pm at the Franklin Township Municipal Building
(Large Conference Room).




