
Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission meeting, May 4, 2026 

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read.  The roll 
was called.  Present were: K. Anastasakos, W. Andrews, T. Chase, S. Jaracz, M. Santiago, A. Schmidt, 
E. Vastola, and P. Walitsky, and sustainability coordinate T. Kenyon.  Absent: E. Pires, Council 
liaison S. Singh. 

Chair’s report: he reported the Council’s Earth Day proclamation, and read it.  S. Clyburn 
(see 4/20 minutes) will speak on May 11 at Canal Walk, about ‘portable solar’. Since Canal Walk 
condo residents cannot install solar cells on roofs or elsewhere outside, there is considerable 
interest.  K. Anastasakos commented that portable solar cells are also useful for camping. 

Minutes of the 4/20 meeting: K. Anastasakos added that S. Jaracz also represented the EC at 
the Green Fair at Franklin High School.  M. Santiago represented the EC at Thomas Edison Energy 
Smart charter school’s Green Fair.  E. Vastola went to the Franklin Middle School’s Green Fair, if on 
the wrong day (Friday).  [Since all these events happened after the 4/20 EC meeting, they are 
reported as events in these minutes, rather than as corrections to the 4/20 minutes, though 
stimulated by them.] 

The meeting was opened to the public.  There were no comments.  The meeting was closed 
to the public.  

There was no correspondence, and no site plans.  It was noted that Council passed an 
ordinance requiring that any data center to be erected in the township must provide its own 
electric power, from a clean energy installation (solar, wind or nuclear), not using fossil fuel.  M. 
Santiago reported on various bills in the legislature which would restrict data centers’ use of 
public electricity and water. 

S. Jaracz reported on fencing, and a hole through it, at Stop & Shop and Franklin Greens.  
Mark Healey has stated that the township cannot require Stop & Shop to install a taller fence (as 
suggested by Mike Orsini at the Planning Board.)  S, Jaracz showed a picture of a hole in the fence 
between the shopping center and Franklin Greens, one which would be difficult to get through.  
[Mike Orsini has commented that both Franklin Greens and the shopping center should be inter-
ested in closing the hole, to avoid liability for any injury contracted at it.] 

M. Santiago reported receiving an e-mail expressing interest in having a showing of the 
movie Multiple Choices at Franklin Middle School. 

T. Kenyon reported receiving from three former EC commissioners expressions of interest 
in a Commissioners Emeritus committee, and S. Jaracz reported contact with a fourth, Rezwan 
Razani, who is also interested. 

W. Andrews reported on notice of an upcoming (May 8) debate at the Watershed Institute 
on wetlands restoration as a better approach to  a $5 million appropriation for the Clean 
Communities program (which among other things funds the Franklin Times). 

T. Kenyon has ordered ANJEC-designed flyers from the Somerset County print shop on 
climate change, stormwater management and other broad topics. 

There has been no response from Council on the leaf blower ordinance or a youth member. 
S. Jaracz reported on a film The Librarians, in the same series as Multiple Choices, on 

protecting librarians from being sued for making controversial books accessible to students.   The 
movie is free to watch on You Tube until May 9.   Librarians may be interested in showing it. 

The meeting was opened to the public.  There were no comments.  The meeting was closed 
to the public, and adjourned at 8:10 PM. 


