
Minutes of the Franklin Township Environmental Commission meeting, May 18, 2026 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM, and the Sunshine Law Notice read.  The roll 
was called.  Present were: K. Anastasakos, W. Andrews, T. Chase, S. Jaracz, E. Pires, A. Schmidt, E. 
Vastola, P. Walitsky, and sustainability coordinator T. Kenyon.  Absent: M. Santiago, Council liaison 
S. Singh.  

Chair’s report: the new zoning ordinance regulating placement of warehouses in the B – I 
zone has been introduced by Council.  He read through its provisions.  It is being hurried along to 
discourage new applications to construct warehouses. He also presented the letter to the governor 
against the NESE pipeline, written by Linda Powell. 

The minutes of the May 4 meeting were approved without modification.  
The meeting was opened to the public.  Linda Powell spoke about the letter to the governor 

against the NESE pipeline.  The meeting was closed to the public.  

Correspondence: a letter was received from Lindsay Brubaker of Duke Farms, expressing 
desire to appear before us.  We also received a notification for a Freshwater Wetlands Permit at 
200 Franklin Square Drive.  

Site plans: T. Kenyon presented a request from Judy Rosler, asking to install a deck, a 
couple of feet above ground and not connected to the house, behind the house at 1661 Amwell Rd.  
The lot is very narrow, side yard variances are needed.  We recommend porous pavers for the 
space between the deck and the house; failing that, a small rain garden, to reduce runoff. 

E. Pires presented an application from AC Realty Group LLC,  proposing to construct a two 
story house at 426 Ralph St.  A number of trees are to be removed.  They are required to plant 13 
replacement trees; we recommend planting more. 

T. Chase presented an application from Habitat for Humanity, seeking to build a one story 
house at 29 Kossuth St., on a township-owned undersized lot.  Concern focused on trees on the lot: 
two, one very large, on the southeastern border of the lot, two between the house site and Kent St., 
one apparently on township right of way to the rear, and one to the front of the house site.  Only 
the last is proposed for removal, and even it is not on the house footprint; we ask that Habitat 
consider whether it can be retained.  Some branches of the very large tree will interfere with the 
roof of the house, probably will need to be cut back; but since only one story is proposed not many 
branches will be involved. … A stone driveway is proposed, which will allow some infiltration; 
porous pavement with a stone basin underneath would allow more infiltration, but presumably is 
not in their budget. 

A letter was received from Sustainable Jersey, proposing a program of whole house energy 
assessment under auspices of PSE&G.  These assessments may be free, or may cost $95 - $150, but 
an aspect of the proposal enables us to apply for a grant to reimburse homeowners for this cost.  It 
does not provide reimbursement for costs of actually carrying out measures recommended by the 
audit , such as increased insulation.  Nevertheless, we recommend to Council that the township 
apply for the program. 

M. Santiago forwarded an e-mail she received from Mrs. Holzer, a 6th grade teacher at 
Sampson G. Smith School, expressing interest in a showing at the school of the film Multiple 
Choices, but in the fall. 

A. Schmidt reported from the Shade Tree Committee, which is trying to get changes in the 
Tree Ordinance and its enforcement.  The ordinance requires redetermination of the cost of 
replacement trees every year, which has not been done.  More regular determination would 



increase payments to the township in lieu of trees being planted.  The ordinance should also be 
amended to define the minimum size of a tree uniformly throughout the ordinance as 2.5” 
diameter, the size required for replacement trees to be planted, and to use the term diameter 
throughout, not alternatively using the term caliper. 

K. Anastasakos brought up the film Asbestos City, about Manville, the Johns Manville 
Company and asbestos contamination.  Though not strictly an environmental film, this is in the 
same series as Common Ground and Multiple Choices.  In the past the EC has considered but not 
recommended showing it here, perhaps because we are next to Manville. 

T. Kenyon reported that the amber light bulbs and new brochures are in, at DPW, whence 
she will pick them up.  We also still have 0.5 watt night lights to give out at events. 

P. Walitsky reported that the application for a warehouse at the Onyx site is dead, because 
Somerset Woods, the nursing home cross Old New Brunswick Rd, will not give up the land 
necessary to create an entrance for large trucks from New Brunswick Rd.  

The meeting was opened to the public.  There were no comments, and the meeting was 
closed to the public. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 PM. 


